
Community Journal - 1 Sunday, September 8, 2024

Visit your local Kenyon Noble to see the traveling DeWalt®
NASCAR and score exclusive DeWalt One-Day Deals! 

©2024 JOE GIBBS RACING, LLC. TOYOTA 
TRADEMARKS USED WITH PERMISSION.

9/  BELGRADE
9/ 2  LIVINGSTON    
9/ 3 BOZEMAN

Week of September 8, 2024Serving Livingston, Emigrant, Gardiner, Clyde Park, Wilsall & Cooke City

LIVINGSTON • BOZEMAN • BELGRADE

FREE

See Teacher of the Year, Page 20

GRAPHICS • PRINTING • SOLUTIONS

406-333-2191
themainprintshop.com

orders@themainprintshop.com

108 North Main Street
Livingston, MT

Growing Special Olympics Team Needs Your Support

The 2024 Stories of a 
She-Tribe Art Affair

You’re invited to 
the second annual 
Stories of a She-
Tribe Art Affair, popup 
show and sale, to 
be held Sunday, 
September 15th 
from noon until 6 
pm, in the backyard 
sanctuary of 812 
East Lewis St. in 
Livingston. 

 The soulful art 
of Beverly Axelsen, 
Nicole Masters, Po Hall, Namma 
Masters, and Monica Anderson will be 
showcased on the wooden fence, and 
the inner and outer walls of the home. 
Refreshments will be served.

“Stories of a She Tribe evolved as 
several of us gathered in my backyard 
to work on a few paintings together 
in 2021. After three years of regularly 
painting together we have created 
hundreds of works in each of our 

distinctly unique 
styles," explains 
Beverly, “When we 
run out of space to 
house them all, it’s 
time to sell these 
treasures—the Art 
Affair was born.” 

These ladies 
highly encourage 
others to come 
together for small 
group, regular meet-
ups to indulge in 

shared creativity. “It nourishes the 
soul," says Monica, “We love our paint-
days together and purposefully keep 
them just us because of the intimate 
sharing and trust that has developed 
between us.”  Together they’ve created 
an ever-evolving canvas of playful 
vulnerability and uninhibited self-
expression. 

The second annual Art Affair will be 
weather permitting.

The She Tribe from left to right: Nicole 
Masters, Po Hall, Beverly Axelsen, Monica 
Anderson, and Michele Namma Masters.

By Tony Crowder
Managing Editor

The Livingston Lightning, one of 
two community Special Olympics 
teams based in Park County, is seeking 
donations from sponsors to fund 
continued expansion, training, and future 
travel to compete in various events hosted 
throughout the state. 

The team formed in 2023 after 
a drought without Special Olympic 
representation in Livingston and tripled 
in size from four to thirteen participants 
during 2024, partaking in events like 
basketball with future aspirations to 
compete in bowling and swimming. Since 
experiencing this recent bout of growth, 
the team competed this year at the 

regional area games on April 25th and the 
State Games hosted May 15th through 
May 17th in Billings, where all Lightning 
contestants medaled in their events! 

The team has recently begun 
preparing to compete in basketball on 
October 27th. 

Up until now, the local chapter raised 
funds primarily through raffle programs 
and private donations. Community 
members have also donated facility 
access and local businesses have 
contributed to the state organization’s 
general fund by participating in various 
fundraising activities. 

Local program coordinator Audrey 
Winfrey and our local chapter is seeking 
sponsorship by local businesses and 
individuals, an effort to both raise 

money and spread 
awareness of the 
organization’s 
mission: 
“Providing year-
round sports 
training and athletic 
competition in a variety of Olympic-
type sports for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities, giving them 
continuing opportunities to develop 
physical fitness, demonstrate courage, 
experience joy and participate in a 
sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with 
their families, other Special Olympics 
athletes and the community.”

All donations are appreciated, 
sponsorships of $100, $250, and $500 
achieve bronze, silver and gold-level 

statuses, respectively. Checks may be 
written to “Special Olympics Montana” and 
must contain “Livingston Lightning” in the 
memo. All contributions are tax-deductible, 
and a receipt will be issued to donors.

Please consider supporting the team 
with your generosity and compassion. 
You can make a difference in someone’s 
life through your contribution by creating 
an opportunity for them to channel their 
competitive spirit and experience success 
in pursuing meaningful goals, a basic 
human desire for fulfillment and, ultimately, 
justification for life’s challenges.

Megan Brenna Is a 
Final-Four Finalist 
for the Montana Teacher of the Year Award
By: Jeff Schlapp - Park County Dugout

I never had a teacher who 
inspired me during the 12 years of 
school leading up to my high school 
graduation. Part of it was my doing; I 
wouldn’t say I liked school too much; 
I’d rather be off playing sports. However, 
teachers never attempted to make a 
connection with me.

East Side Elementary School Fifth 
Grade Teacher Megan Brenna would 
have viewed me as a challenge worth 
taking on and at least tried to connect; 
more than likely, she would have been 
successful—after all, she is a Final Four 
Finalist for the Montana Teacher of the 
Year Award.

I stopped by East Side Elementary 
School on Friday to meet with Brenna. I 
have known her for four years and have 
covered many East Side educational 

events. I have seen her bring her 
students to the Livingston-Park County 
Public Library to help plant trees and 
volunteer for three summers at Dan 
Bailey’s Wild Heart Kids Camp.

In February 2023, Dale Sexton and 
his team at Dan Bailey’s Outdoor Co. 
devised an idea to promote compassion 
and reward East Side Elementary School 
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Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding received 
during the pandemic is set to expire this 
year, creating concerns amongst local 
educational professionals and parents 
regarding the Park County school district’s 
ability to support scholastic programs by 
retaining staff and coursework provisions 
financed by the grant.

As of 2023, at least 400 Park County 
students have opted out of the public 
school system. Whether due 
to inadequate resources, 
bullying in public schools, 
or incompatible learning 
styles across individuals, 
parents seeking alternative 
education for their children 
are limited to costly private schools 
with religious affiliations, or commuting 
to nearby districts. Home education may 
force parents to vacate the job market with 
potentially harmful economic implications 
for the community at large and families 
alike. And for some, the only viable option 
is to reluctantly relocate from Park County. 

In response to these challenges, a 
group consisting primarily of women 
local to the Livingston area led by former 
Educatio executive director Emily Post, 
formed earlier this year to expand options 
for public education in Park County by 
applying to charter, the Yellowstone 
Experience School (YES) an alternative 
school for students in kindergarten through 
12th grade. 

Charter schools are publicly funded 
and accredited yet operate somewhat 
independently from the public school 
system at large in that educators and 
staff have greater flexibility to modify how 
core curriculum is taught—adhering to 
state-imposed accreditation standards and 
in compliance with established student 
outcome goals for accountability purposes. 
The prevalence of charter schools in the 
United States has risen drastically from 
5,300 in 2010 to 7,800 in 2021, indicating 
a need for an alternative to the public 
school system.

The new Yellowstone Experience 
School (YES) would merge a research-
based instructional methodology called 
Montessori with Project-Based Learning—
resulting in an innovative child-led 
approach to education underscoring each 
individual student’s needs and interests by 
developing important life skills in various 
areas using a combination of hands-on 
experience and traditional subject-based 
education to maximize student outcomes 
and promote goal attainment. 

One parent explained that limited 
resources in the public school system 
promotes a one-size-fits-all approach 
whereas the Montessori style enables 
educators to tailor methodology according 
to individual factors like personal 
experience.

Students would be organized into 
classrooms based on age groups spanning 
three grade levels (e.g., 4th, 5th and 
6th graders attend class together and 
are taught in multi-age group settings), 
a cooperative learning strategy with 
demonstrated benefits for enhanced social 
development and improved educational 
outcomes. 

The school initially aims to enroll 
ten students in each grade for a total of 
30 students per classroom (120 total 
comprising the student body) which will 
be led by two educators licensed to teach 
public school in Montana with Montessori 
and Project-Based certification, garnering a 
15:1 student-teacher ratio. Grades will be 
expanded annually using a combination 
of rolling and lottery enrollment strategies 
as necessary with a projected maximum 

capacity of some 360 students (30 per 
grade level) matriculating over a five-year 
period.

Curriculum is intended to be highly 
integrative and draw from multiple 
educational disciplines, including 
STEAM—an extension of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics), 
educational programming developed to 

facilitate the acquisition of skills 
relevant to success in the 
modern workplace, but with 

special focus on the arts 
for creative measure. 

Through community 
partnerships with local 
businesses, internships and 
other civic opportunities for 
fostering life and 

entrepreneurial skills will be 
offered to students in grades 7th through 
12th. 

Similar to other public institutions, 
students will be in attendance from August 
until May and can, like their parochial 
counterparts at St. Mary’s, participate 
in sports sponsored by the Park County 
school district. The school will also accept 
students with special educational needs 
and work in partnership with the district 
to provide paraprofessional support in 
addition to counseling and occupational 
and speech therapy for all students. 

Though benefits extended to charter 
schools are expansive, oftentimes, as is 
the case with the Yellowstone Experience 
School, they are independently funded, 
non-tuition, and require grant money or 
private donations for initial development 
and continued operating costs. Thus, 
whether the group succeeds largely 
depends on securing financial resources 

and fulfilling staffing needs, a challenge 
unique to charter institutions with limited 
funding through state tax dollars. 

Costs to lay groundwork amount 
to roughly five million dollars with an 
estimated 2.4 million dollars budgeted 
annually to fund operations. Organizers 
must begin by securing, through 
acquisition or construction, a facility—
potential options for a site include the 
Washington school and former Enterprise 
building located at the intersection of Main 
and Geyser.

Program goals to adequately 
compensate highly qualified candidates 
so as to offset exorbitant housing costs 
and other economic barriers, presents 
an additional budgetary consideration as 
members attempt to address one of many 
suggested causes attributed to the school 
district’s staffing needs—the challenging 
state of Livingston’s economy, evidenced 
by soaring costs of living and relatively low 
wages across job industries. Organizers 
intend to offer highly competitive 
salaries through supplemental funding 
sources, a strategy to retain teachers 
who are expected to form longstanding 
relationships with students.

YES organizers have attended recent 
Park County school board meetings to 
not only justify the need for an alternative 
educational program in the area, but seek 
financial support through state funding, 
which would include a portion of the 
district’s overall education budget: per 
student entitlement, essentially the amount 
received per student in attendance, 
contingent on grade level and scaled 
according to school size—for instance, 
school districts with smaller average 
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September 19, 2024 • 7 pm
        The Shane Center

Scott Dersam

Join the Yellowstone Gateway Museum and Foundation for a FREE Lecture by Scott 
Dersam, as he discusses his archaeological work in alpine regions of the Greater 

Yellowstone Ecosystem that is helping to rewrite our understanding of the Clovis culture 
and prehistoric occupation of these regions.

Principal Investigator and Principal Researcher of the Alpine Ecosystems Research 
Institute. Dr. Dersam holds a PHD in Anthropology from the University of Montana 
and has spent many years in archaeological research related to high-elevation North 

American hunter-gatherer settlement patterning, alpine occupation duration, 
and evolving cultural mountain adaptations of the Rocky Mountains. 

This Lecture Series is presented in association with Elk River Arts & Lectures, The Park County Community Foundation, The Park 
County Environmental Council, Carol and Sal Lalani, Yellowstone Forever, and The Tom Miner Basin Association.

The Epic Story of Humans, Wildlife and Landforms in 
Park County: A Guide for Stewardship of Our Ecosystem

Speaker Series

Yellowstone Park Elk Rut Alert
WARNING: Stay away from 

bull elk in Yellowstone National 
Park, especially during fall mating 
season! The elk mating season, 
commonly referred to as the rut, has 
begun in Yellowstone National Park. 
Elk can be aggressive to humans and 
vehicles. They will charge anything 
between them and a female elk. 
Remember—You are responsible for 
your own safety!

Stay alert, stay away, and stay 
safe! Bull elk are unpredictable and 
much more aggressive during this 
time of year and people have been 
severely injured. Elk run quickly and 
may change direction without warning. 

Attacks can be unprovoked and 
unpredictable. 
Best rules to follow:

•	 Always keep at least 25 yards, 
or the length of two full-sized 
buses, from elk. 

•	 If an elk approaches you, back 
away immediately.

•	 Look around corners before 
exiting buildings or walking 
around blind spots.

•	 Give them room, use your zoom 
(lense). Never approach or pursue 
animals to take their picture. 
Lenses with focal lengths of 300 
mm or greater are recommended 
for adequate reach.

If an elk charges or runs toward you:
•	 Find shelter in your vehicle, 

behind a tree or boulder, as 
quickly as possible. Protect your 
head and neck.

•	 If nearby shelter is not 
available, run away.

•	 As always when you are in the 
Park—follow directions from 
park rangers.

September is Library 
Card Sign Up Month!

Hey readers whether you want to 
update skills, scout for knowledge and 
information, or connect with other avid 
readers, a library card is your key to an 
arsenal of resources. That’s right. We 
have the Livingston Park County Public 
Library (LPC) in downtown Livingston 
and the Gardiner Community Library that 
are ready for you to spark your creativity 
and savor your thirst for nonfiction 
and fiction gems; to mine the library’s 
stacks and databases for exciting new 
adventures; improve your critical thinking 

skills, or to defeat misinformation lurking 
online with facts and real data. 

Either way you like to explore the 
literary—digital or paper…

Visit your library today. See what's 
new. Do you have friends who don't 
have a library card? Bring them yourself 
to sign up during September. The LPC 
Library offers many programs like Books 
and Babies on Wednesdays starting 
at 10:30 to 10:50 am, Preschool Story 
Time on Thursdays from 10:30 to 11 am. 
Really popular is the 1000 Books before 

Kindergarten online program. 
Contact your library for an 
updated program list.

Try something new at your 
library during September.

If you regularly stop in to 
use the public computers, try 
a downloadable audiobook, 
or ebook. LPC Library 
has a lot to offer: Mango 
languages, DK Findout for 
Kids, Montana History portal, 
many homeschooling resources, the 
public computers, photocopying (for a 
small fee) and scanning is free, learn a 
new skill, or come and get your very first 
library card, Just Do It as Nike would say. 

Help Spread the Word. Follow your 
library on social media or check out 
the LPC Library Bookmobile, which is in 
Clyde Park at the Town Hall on Mondays 

at 9:30 am and in Wilsall at the Senior 
Center at 10:45 am. On Thursdays, they 
offer drop off and pick up service to 
Mammoth Hot Springs in YNP at 9:30 
am then they go to Arch Park in Gardiner 
from 10 to 11 am and in downtown 
Emigrant from 12 to 1 pm.

The Librarians are looking forward to 
serving you and seeing you regularly!

Photo from Montana Outdoor Magazine.
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Explore Accessory Dwelling Units in Livingston:
Free Tour and Workshop

The Park County Housing 
Coalition is excited to 
announce a free Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU) tour in 
Livingston on the evening 
of Wednesday, September 
11th. This self-guided tour 
invites participants to visit 
the Coalition's booth at the 
Farmer's Market to receive a 
map and guide to the ADUs.

In addition to the tour, we 
are hosting a free workshop 

for homeowners interested 
in building an ADU on their 
property. The workshop 
will cover essential topics 
such as financing, design, 
construction and permitting, 
and property management. 
Registration is open on 
the Coalition's website 
(parkcountyhousing.
com). Dates, times, and 
locations will be determined 
based on availability and 

preferences shared during 
registration.

For more information or 
to express interest in either 
or both of these events, 
please visit the website or 
contact the Park County 
Housing Coalition directly.

Don't miss this 
opportunity to learn more 
about ADUs and how they 
can benefit your property 
and the community!

Mallard’s Rest Fishing Access Reopens
Construction has been 

completed and the much-
anticipated re-opening of 
Mallard’s Rest has arrived! Many 
of us locals and visitors alike 
use this popular fishing access 
site year-round. Take a spin 
on down (or up) U.S. Hwy. 89 
So and see the new, spacious 
access road. Erosion and 
destabilization of the entrance 
road from the flooding event on 
the Yellowstone River in 2022 
made the access road prone to 
collapse and the site had been 
closed since then 

for public safety. 
This summer, crews built a 

new entrance road and a new 
point of entry from the highway. 
Securing the extra land for the 
new road required Montana 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) 
to negotiate a new lease on 
a parcel that had an existing 
lease through the Department 
of Natural Resources and 
Conservation. This took time. The 
new road has safety upgrades 
from the original entrance, 
including a more gradual 
slope and more direct access, 

eliminating the sharp curve 
from the previous entrance. The 
new section of road is about 
950 feet long, moving the new 
point of entry north of the old 
entrance along the highway. 

Mallard’s Rest is a beloved 
site for many recreationists on 
the Yellowstone River south 
of Livingston. It offers river 
access, day use and camping 
sites. FWP staff appreciates 
the public’s patience while the 
department worked to restore 
and improve its safe public 
access. Enjoy!
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Walking Taco Casserole

Recipe by
Carla Williams

Open Monday thru Saturday, 10am to 6pm • Closed Sunday’s
Highway 89 South • ddwestgreenhouses.com • 406-224-9880

Thank you to all of our customers Thank you to all of our customers 
for another great year!for another great year!

STOP IN AND GET STOCKED UP!!

AVAILABLE NOW!AVAILABLE NOW!

MUMS MUMS 
ARE IN!ARE IN!

LAST DAY OF THE SEASON IS 
SEPTEMBER 14TH

Ingredient:
•	 1 lb ground beef
•	 1 packet taco seasoning mix
•	 1 can (10 oz) diced tomatoes 

with green chilies (Rotel), 
undrained

•	 1 can (15 oz) black beans, 
drained and rinsed

•	 1 cup corn kernels (canned or 
frozen)

•	 3 cups corn chips (like Fritos)
•	 2 cups shredded cheddar 

cheese
•	 1/2 cup sour cream
•	 1/4 cup sliced black olives 

(optional)
•	 1/4 cup chopped green onions
•	 1/4 cup chopped cilantro 

(optional)
•	 1 large tomato, chopped
•	 1 cup shredded lettuce

Directions:
Cook the Ground Beef:

•	 Preheat your oven to 350°F 
(175°C). In a large skillet, cook 
the ground beef over medium 
heat until browned and fully 
cooked. Drain any excess fat. 
Add the taco seasoning mix, 
diced tomatoes with green 
chilies, black beans, and corn. 
Stir to combine and let the 
mixture simmer for 5 minutes.

Assemble the Casserole:
•	 In a 9x13-inch baking dish, 

spread a layer of corn chips 
on the bottom. Spoon the beef 
mixture evenly over the chips.

•	 Sprinkle shredded cheddar 
cheese over the top.

Bake the Casserole:
•	 Place the casserole in the 

preheated oven and bake for 
15-20 minutes, or until the 
cheese is melted and bubbly.

Add Toppings and Serve:
•	 Remove the casserole from the 

oven and let it cool slightly.
•	 Spread the sour cream over 

the top of the casserole, then 
sprinkle with sliced black olives, 
chopped green onions, chopped 
cilantro, chopped tomato, and 
shredded lettuce.

Serve:
•	 Scoop portions of the Walking 

Taco Casserole onto plates, 
making sure to include all the 
layers.

•	 Enjoy your Walking Taco 
Casserole with extra sour 
cream, salsa, or guacamole on 
the side!

Photo Credit: 
www.thisisnotdietfood.com

(Family Features) 
A beautifully designed 
charcuterie board may 
feel more like a grown-up 
treat, but with the right 
ingredients, delicious 
grazing boards can provide 
fun and nutrition for the 
whole family.

No matter what you 
call it, charcuterie boards, 
grazing boards and snack 
platters are all basically the 
same thing. The boards make a trendy 
addition to an entertaining menu, but 
a platter or kid-friendly board can be 
equally pleasing.

What you serve on a grazing board 
is entirely up to you. Most include a 
selection of meats and cheeses, and 
many incorporate nuts, crackers, dips and 
jams. Some also incorporate fresh fruits 
and vegetables. Creating your own board 
means there really are no rules; you can 
add just about anything you want.
To build a successful board, keep 
these tips in mind:

Choose ingredients and elements 
that don’t require temperature control. 
The idea of a grazing board is that 
it sits out for a while. Avoid anything 
that needs refrigeration, heat or will 
lose its shape or flavor if it rests for an 
extended amount of time.

Select a surface large enough 
to hold a variety of food. It can be a 
simple cutting board or a cute platter. 
There’s no specific size requirement but 
err on the side of bigger; spacing out 

your goodies can be more attractive 
and less messy.

Use high-quality ingredients to 
ensure every bite is delicious and 
nutritious. While shopping, remember 
to look for your favorite items in the 
produce department, as adding these 
flavorful fruits and veggies along with 
proteins like meat and cheese will 
create a healthier board. A variety of 
olives is great too.

Build your board around a theme to 
add an extra element of fun. Use mini 
cookie cutters to make fun, kid-friendly 
shapes out of cheese and meats. Be 
mindful of colors; a rainbow platter is 
vibrant and appealing, and colorful fruits 
and veggies offer a strong mix of nutrients.

Remember it doesn’t have to be 
elaborate. Classic favorites are all you 
need. Even kid favorites like sections 
of mandarin oranges, carrot sticks and 
chocolate chips are fair game for a 
family-friendly board. If age appropriate, 
include your children when creating the 
board.

Find more ideas for creating family-
friendly treats at healthyfamilyproject.com.

Taco Tuesday Board
Recipe courtesy of Healthy Family 

Project’s “Come Graze With Us” 
e-cookbook. 

•	 Guacamole
•	 Salsa
•	 Queso
•	 Hard and soft taco shells
•	 Ground turkey, seasoned and 

browned
•	 Lettuce
•	 Diced tomatoes
•	 Shredded cheese
•	 Chopped onions 
•	 Chopped peppers
•	 Sour cream
•	 Cilantro
•	 Lime wedges

On grazing board or platter, arrange 
guacamole, salsa, queso, taco shells, 

ground turkey, 
lettuce, tomatoes, 
shredded cheese, 
onions, peppers, 
sour cream, cilantro 
and lime wedges. 

Weekend Breakfast Grazing Board
“Come Graze With Us” e-cookbook 

•	 Hard-boiled eggs
•	 Cooked sausage links
•	 Mini frozen waffles, toasted
•	 Mini frozen pancakes, toasted
•	 Mini muffins
•	 Yogurt
•	 Fresh fruit
•	 Syrup
•	 Jelly

On grazing board or platter, arrange 
eggs, sausage links, toasted waffles, 
toasted pancakes, muffins, yogurt, fruit, 
syrup and jelly. 

Be creative and have fun!

Create a Family-Friendly Grazing Board

Photo By https://healthyfamilyproject.com/
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This article is from the March 22, 
1890 issue of the Livingston Enterprise:

Hunters Hot Springs, nineteen miles 
east of Livingston, produces the largest 
flow of hot water in Montana (more than 
1,300 gallons per minute) that flows from 
three principal springs and a dozen small-
er springs. With temperatures averaging 
139F, the Crow Indians had long used 
these springs for their healing powers.

In 1864, Kentucky surgeon Dr. Andrew 
J. Hunter observed an encampment of 
Crow tribal members bathing in hot wa-
ter. Recognizing the potential opportunity 
of a lucrative therapeutic spa and resort 
business, Hunter staked claims around 
the springs, traveling there often from 
his home in Bozeman. For the next four 
years, he practiced medicine and began 
developing the property.

Hunter’s family eventually thrived at 
the hot springs, and by 1873, he had 
constructed a hotel and bathhouses 
at the springs. Word spread about the 
facilities as guests came seeking the 
much-touted medicinal properties of 
the waters. Over the next twelve years, 
improvements were continually made 
including the addition of a two-story 
hotel in 1883.

Dr. Hunter’s resort flourished with 
claims of miracle cures. Hunters Hot 
Springs’ reputation expanded and the 
spa entertained guests and custom-
ers from across the United States and 
Europe. The Northern Pacific Railroad 

was just a mile and a half south from Dr. 
Hunter’s resort. His son-in-law, Frank Rich, 
eventually built another hotel approxi-
mately one hundred yards east to handle 
the overflow of customers. This was 
called the Rich Hotel, or the Lower House, 
while Dr. Hunter’s hotel was referred to 
as the Upper House because it was on 
slightly higher ground.

In 1885, Dr. Hunter sold Hunters 
Hot Springs to former Iowan Cyrus B. 
Mendenhall. Mendenhall expanded and 
improved the resort and managed the 
property for ten years. A new frame hotel 
was built on the property, and by 1887, 
plans were made for an even larger 
hotel and a plunge which would only 
be matched by the Broadwater Hotel in 
Helena in size and elegance. 

In 1897, wealthy Butte-based busi-
nessman James A. Murray purchased the 
property at auction. He leased the prop-
erty to Charles W. Savage, an hotelier 
based in Livingston.

The 454-foot-long elegant Hotel 
Dakota opened in 1909 with five sepa-
rate wings to accommodate up to 300 
guests. This stucco-covered building 
in a Moorish design had a two-story 
verandah that stretched more than 400 
feet. The Dakota was luxurious, boasting 
steam heat, electric lights, and tele-
phones in its rooms. The east wing con-
tained the bathing department complete 
with a solarium, a 103-foot swimming 
pool, and gymnasium, sweat room, and 
vapor baths.

Looking Back with Lindie The Dakota’s reputation as 
one of the leading social centers 
lasted 20 years. The automobile 
and the newly rerouted road to 
Yellowstone greatly reduced its 
numbers of patrons. Prohibition 
added to its demise, as it was 
a social place where liquor 
flowed freely. A fire broke out at 
the Dakota Hotel in 1932 and it, 
along with many other struc-
tures, burned to the ground. The 
town never recovered and was 
gradually abandoned.

* * * * 
As a young girl, I remember 

the Johnson family owned Hunt-
ers Hot Springs. They eventually 
sold it and things went downhill 
from there. 

Many people think that Chico Hot 
Springs, south of Livingston was/is Park 
County's only Hot Springs Resort but I 
heard Hunters Hot Springs is making a 

comeback and in 2019 the LaDuke Hot 
Spring was transformed into Yellowstone 
Hot Springs & RV Park north of Gardin-
er…Lindie

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
DESIGN INTERIORS

FURNITURE • RECLINERS
ACCESSORIES

www.rockymountaindesign.com
M-F 9-5, SAT. 12-4

601 W. PARK ST. • 406-222-6292

City of Livingston Parks
Master Plan
Your Chance to Shape the Future of Our Parks

The City of Livingston 
is excited to announce the 
kickoff of its Parks Master 
Plan, a forward-looking 
initiative designed to ensure 
our park system meets 
the needs of our growing 
community for the next 
decade and beyond. This comprehensive 
plan will serve as a critical tool in 
guiding future improvements and 
helping us create sustainable amenities 
that reflect the needs of Livingston.

As part of this initiative, a team 
of consultants specializing in parks 
planning will be in town during the 

week of September 16th. 
They will be conducting 
a thorough assessment 
of our existing parks and 
facilities, engaging with 
city staff, and introducing 
themselves to the City 
Commission at its 

meeting on the 17th. 

Most importantly, they will be 
reaching out to you, the residents of 
Livingston, to gather your thoughts and 
feedback on what you want to see in 
your parks. A survey is forthcoming to 
help gather your thoughts and input!

Meals for 
September 9th - 13th

Monday, Sept. 9th - Beef stir 
fry over rice, eggroll, fruit, milk

Tuesday, Sept. 10th - Lasagna, 
garlic bread, veggie, fruit, milk

Wednesday, Sept. 11th - Taco 
on tortilla shell, refried beans, 

Spanish rice, fixings, fruit, 
dessert, milk

Thursday, Sept. 12th - Turkey 
soup, roll, fruit, milk

Friday, Sept. 13th - Beef 
Pasties, gravy, veggie, fruit, 

dessert, milk

•	September 9th  JV Football at 
White Sulphur Springs 4 pm

•	September 11th Beyond the 
Fit Academy.  Bootcamp every 
Wednesday  at 6 pm details 
contact DeeDee at 406-570-
8718

•	September 12th JH Volleyball 

at White Sulphur Springs 3 pm, 
JV  and Varsity 5 pm

•	September 13th JH and Varsity 
Football vs Absarokee 4 pm

•	September 14th JH Volleyball 
at Belgrade Tournament

•	September 14th JV/V Volley-
ball at Sheridan Tournament

S H I E L D S  VA L L E Y EVENTS
Upcoming

If anyone has any news, events, etc. please let me know at Shieldsvalleynews@gmail.com
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2024 GIVE A HOOT Campaign Tops $2.4 Million 
Raised for Park County Nonprofits

The Park County Community Foundation 
(PCCF) proudly announces the 2024 GIVE 
A HOOT Community Giving Challenge has 
once again surpassed all previous bench-
marks by inspiring over $2.4 million from 
more than 4,700 individual donations, 
benefiting 93 Park County nonprofits. 

Since its inception in 2019, the GIVE 
A HOOT campaign has helped provide 
needed funding to Park County nonprofits, 
raising over $10.2 million through nearly 
20,000 donations in support of over 100 
local organizations. This year’s campaign 
further illustrates the strong spirit of gener-
osity and commitment within Park County 
and beyond.

“Once again, our community has 
demonstrated extraordinary support for 
our local nonprofits, contributing at record 
levels,” said Gavin Clark, Executive Director 
of the Park County Community Foundation. 
“The success of GIVE A HOOT underscores 
the dedication and generosity of our 
community, and we are thrilled to see such 
robust engagement in supporting these 
essential local services.”

Funds raised during the 2024 campaign 
will provide participating nonprofits with 
crucial unrestricted resources to address the 

most pressing needs 
within Park County. 
Insights from the 
Park County Com-
munity Foundation’s 
We Will Park County 
community visioning 
initiative have high-
lighted economic challenges and commu-
nity well-being as top concerns, guiding the 
allocation of these funds to enhance local 
support systems.

Notably, the North Yellowstone Educa-
tion Foundation (NYEF) will use the funds 
to advance affordable teacher housing, 
classroom support, and student/teacher 
well-being. Laura Chastain, Executive Direc-
tor of NYEF, emphasized the impact of the 
campaign, “GIVE A HOOT has significantly 
raised awareness of our mission during 
peak tourism season and has been instru-
mental in addressing local needs.”

The 2024 campaign also welcomed 11 
new organizations, including the Friends of 
Park County Search and Rescue (FPCSR), a 
newly established nonprofit. Chris Brookha-
rt, Director at FPCSR, stated, “Participating 
in GIVE A HOOT has been a fantastic start 
for our organization, helping us raise funds 

and increase awareness of our 
mission to support Search and 
Rescue efforts.”

This year’s GIVE A HOOT cam-
paign featured a partial matching 
pool of over $463,000, the largest in 
the campaign’s history. Contributions 
from donors and matching pool 

supporters were distributed to participating 
organizations based on their fundraising to-
tals. Ten organizations received the $15,000 
maximum match amount; five organizations 
received a partial match of $10,000; and 
the remaining organizations each received 
$0.32 cents for each dollar raised.

Megan Watts, Livingston Branch Presi-
dent of Opportunity Bank and Matching Pool 
supporter, shared, “Supporting the GIVE A 
HOOT Matching Pool is incredibly rewarding. 
Our contributions not only amplify commu-
nity generosity but also inspire others to join 
in making a difference.”

The Park County Community Foundation 
extends gratitude to its sponsors, the Dennis 
& Phyllis Washington Foundation, Montana 
Rail Link, and Willow Creek Ranch whose 
support made this campaign possible. The 
2024 Matching Pool Supporters include: 
the Jaket Foundation (Phil & Liz Gross), the 

Solso Family Foundation, the Arthur M. Blank 
Foundation, Diana & Bruce Rauner, John 
& Bernice Gillespie, the Harvey & Carol 
Massey Foundation, Frontline Ag Solutions, 
Livingston’s ACE Hardware, Donald B. 
Gimbel, Highcamp Compliance, Fishcamp 
Custom, Sibanye Stillwater, Opportunity 
Bank of Montana, the Community Closet, Sal 
& Carol Lalani, PFL, Joe Phelps, glassbaby, 
the Office, and First Interstate Bank. 

Keva Ward, Program Coordinator at 
the Park County Community Foundation, 
reflected on the campaign’s success, “GIVE 
A HOOT is a treasured event that unites our 
community in a unique way, celebrating the 
collective support for our local nonprofits 
and reinforcing the spirit of giving that 
defines Park County.”

For more information about the partici-
pating organizations and the GIVE A HOOT 
campaign, please visit the GIVE A HOOT 
website.

Nonprofits interested in joining the 2025 
campaign can contact Keva Ward, PCCF 
Program Coordinator.

For further details or to arrange in-
terviews, please contact Barb Oldershaw 
at (406) 570-4580 or via email at Barb.
oldershaw@pccf-montana.org

classroom sizes are rewarded proportionately 
larger entitlements per student.

If per student entitlement funding is 
to be shared, the school board must first 
vote to support submission of the charter 
application. If the application is approved, 
the district would have authority over the 
Yellowstone Experience School to enforce 
state policies and regulations, manage 
funding, and provide administrative 
guidance—all in accordance with title XX, 
the legislative doctrine for public education 
in Montana.

If the board denies the school 
admission to the district, organizers must 
form an independent governing body and 
apply directly to the state for chartership 
and funding. The school board is expected 
to vote just prior to the chartership 
application deadline.

Organizers commented that though 
school board members have been 
somewhat receptive to the idea, the 
primary issue is money, now further 
complicated by the recent loss of ESSER 
funding. School board superintendent 

Chad Johnson provided commentary on 
this topic, further clarifying that general 
state funding has remained largely 
unaltered despite minor fluctuations in 
enrollment numbers across districts, but 
that the budget must first be rebalanced in 
response to loss of emergency funding and 
then supplemented by pursuing creative 
avenues for generating future revenue.

Without a state-sanctioned voucher, 
program organizers must consider other 
funding sources and have applied for 
1.2 million dollars in private grant money 
designated specifically for charter schools 
while simultaneously devising strategies to 
seek private donations and endowments 
through fundraising efforts. The group is 
currently accepting monetary donations 
at American Bank and seeking public 
support through participation in various 
committees purposed with marketing, 
fundraising, social media promotion and 
charter writing. 

Other ways to get behind the effort 
include joining the mailing list and attending 
school board meetings to voice support. 

Charter applications are due October 
28th with an anticipated decision 
released by the beginning of next year.  
If approved, the school will begin open 
enrollment to all students in Park County 
for the 2025-2026 academic year soon 

thereafter. Organizers are currently 
accepting intent-to-enroll applications 
on their website and have received 40 
commitments from local parents of 
elementary and middle school students. 

The target demographic, according to 
organizers, are those students currently 
underserved within the school district 

with parents committed to a cooperative 
learning model. 

For more information or to contact the 
organization regarding student enrollment 
or volunteering opportunities, visit 
YesLivingstonKids.com or email director 
Emily Post at emily@education.life.

from page 2

Yellowstone
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Dear Livingston Music Fans,

We are excited to include Livingston into 
our family of songwriter festivals. There are 
a lot of great musicians and songwriters in 
Livingston and Paradise Valley. 

Many have played, or are playing our 
other festivals, in Red Lodge at the Red Lodge 
Songwriter Festival and/or in Cody at the 
Yellowstone Songwriter Festival. 

Our festivals create opportunities for local 
songwriters, Sean Devine, Marcedes Carroll, 
Quenby Iandiorio, Ashly Holland, John Lowell 
and Montana based songwriters Hannah King, 
Jackson Holte, Matt Strachan, Michele Rivers, 
Haeli Allen, Chad Okrusch, Almeda Bradshaw, 
Christy Hays, Al Cooper, Jessica Lechner, Kalyn 
Beasley, Tom Catmull, Mellisa Forrette, Jo Smith, 
Annalisa Rose among others to network, share 
the stage and make lifelong friendships with 

songwriters from Nashville 
and all over the country. 

These friendships evolve into 
co-writing, performing shows to-
gether, expanding their audiences and improv-
ing their craft. Any local songwriter is welcome 
to apply to perform as a paid songwriter at any 
of our festivals for 2025 including Livingston.

https://rockymtnsongwriterfestivals.org/
festival-songwriters/

In addition to promoting 
songwriting, proceeds from our festivals 

have paid for over $130,000 in college schol-
arships, choir uniforms, music lessons, and 
instrumentsfor our local kids. 

We look forward to celebrating the art of 
songwriting with you in October. 

Mike Booth, Executive Director
Rocky Mtn Songwriter Festivals 

American Legion & VFW Hosting 9/11 
Members of 

Livingston’s American 
Legion and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) chapters 
are hosting a 9/11 
memorial event at 
Sacajawea Park on 
Wednesday, September 
11th at 9:11 am to 
commemorate first responders—law 
enforcement officials, fire department 
volunteers, and emergency medical 
transporters—for their commitment 
to public safety. The event will 
commence with a three-volley salute 
performed in tandem with a color 
guard, followed by short remarks 

from local Honor Guard Commander 
Eric Bradley and others. Off-duty 
first responders are expected to 
attend the event in dress colors 
with on-duty counterparts present 

contingent upon 
availability. The 
event is expected to 
be brief, yet event 
organizers are 

hopeful for widespread participation 
from the community to show 
appreciation towards the men and 
women who bravely risk their lives 
for the protection of others during 
times of peril. Please join the effort 
and encourage friends and family to 
partake in the event, if possible.

Inaugural Livingston Songwriter 
Festival—October 4 & 5, 2024

Open Mon-Thurs 9-6, 
Fri 10-6

406-222-2712
1014 W. Park St. #6, 

Livingston

Radioshack
WE’VE GOT 

SOMETHING 
FOR EVERYONE!

Electronics

Arts & Crafts supplies

Watch batteries installed

Office supplies

Toys
Computer 
     repairs/upgrades

House calls

You’ve got 
questions, we’ve 

got answers!

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Memorial Event

Local News
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Carrying Local Carrying Local 
Specialty Wines and WhiskeySpecialty Wines and Whiskey

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 8AM - 12AM

406-222-9581
110 Centennial Drive, Next to Subway, across from McDonald’s

NORTH

SOUTH

ALL LOCATIONS
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! 

8AM - 12AM

504 E. Park Street504 E. Park Street
406-333-3100406-333-3100

Next to Taco Bell & DominosNext to Taco Bell & Dominos

406-333-2142406-333-2142

Local News

The City of Livingston, in coor-
dination with CV Studio, is looking 
for suggestions and ideas from the 
community for how Reservoir Park can 
potentially be developed. 

 Reservoir Park is a 5.5-acre parcel 
of city-owned land known as located 
on the North side of Livingston. This 
land is currently used as an informal 
park and undefined open space with-
out signage, amenities, or connection 
to other parks and trails throughout 
the city. 

 The first step to participating in 
this process is through a map-based 
survey, where you can draw and 
categorize your proposals for spatial 
planning and policies directly associ-
ated with Reservoir Park. 

The next step is attending the 
Planning Workshops. These workshops 
are designed to gather community 
input and foster collaborative dis-
cussions. Each workshop will bring 
stakeholders together to analyze the 

results from the survey and negotiate 
a proposed solution that accurately 
represents the community of Living-
ston. The results from these workshops 
will be a series of maps and diagrams 
which will guide future planning 
efforts for the Reservoir Park. 

Key Dates to Remember:
 
September 4th
Livingston Farmers Market
At Miles Park Band Shell
229 River Dr, Livingston, MT 59047
4:30-7:30pm Introductions + 
Survey Q&A
 
September 18th
Livingston Community Room
414 E Callender Street
5-7pm Survey Response Review & 
Discussion
 
October 23rd
Livingston Community Room
414 E Callender Street
5-7pm Workshop #1
 
November 12th
Livingston Community Room
414 E Callender Street
5-7pm Workshop #2
 
We hope to hear from you and 

see you at the workshops!

City of Livingston 
Reservoir Park
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Awana is a non-denominational program that 
reaches kids and youth for Christ through fun, Scripture-
rich experiences that lead them to know, love and 
serve Him. The Awana main tenant is to engage kids 
with the gospel and build lifelong faith through leader-
child relationships, bible engagement, and spiritual 
development. 

Awana is the acronym for “Approved Workmen Are 
Not Ashamed,” which comes from II Timothy 2:15: “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker 

who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth.”

Kids represent the 
greatest opportunity to 
make a long-term impact 
on our world for Christ. 
Awana reaches kids where 
they’re at, and walks 
alongside them in their 
faith journey. Those kids 
who come to faith at an 
early age discover God’s 
purpose for their lives and 
hope for the future. Ministry 
leaders and parents 
witness the profound 
impact Awana has in 

reaching kids with the gospel, watching them grow as 
long-term disciples. 

The three youth groups are: Cubbies for preschool 
kids in ages 3–5 years-old (potty-trained); 

Sparks for Elementary kids in kindergarten thru 2nd 
grade,  and T&T’s for kids 
grades 3–6.

Join them from 4 to 
6 pm on Sundays for 26 
weeks of learning God’s 
word. The Livingston 
Christian Center is located 
at 1400 Mount Baldy 
Drive, Livingston (across 
from the Town & Country supermarket). For more 
information call 406-222-3144 or visit their website 
LivingstonChristainCenter.org.

Community

Stop by and see all our 
new products now in stock!

COME JOIN US FOR THE September 26th-28th

FALL SHOP HOP 
All items are on discount by 20%* along with giveaways & prizes!

The Quilt Shops are participating in the 2024 Stockings for Soldiers 
initiative. Those interested in crafting a stocking or donating items can 
visit stockingsforsoldiers.org for a list of needed items, a stocking 
pattern, and instructions. Please ensure all completed stockings and 
donations are delivered to the Quilt Shops by October 31st.  

Participants who bring in completed stockings will be entered into a 
drawing for a $25 gift certificate, for each stocking provided.

*(except for machines)

American Automotive is hiring a full-time 
automotive technician. Starting at $35 an hour 
DOE. We are a family-oriented business with a 
fun work environment, paid holidays, vacation 
benefits, growth opportunities and other perks. 
Quarterly reviews with raise opportunities and 

will pay for continuing education.

Stop by 320 1/2 North Main Street and ask for 
Destri, or call 406-222-0815. 

NOW HIRING

Awana Kickoff 
at Livingston Christian Center

Spotlight
THE MINSTREL

Written by:  Robert Nehls

Poetry

There’s a dream I’ve had, now and then through the years,
     And I wonder if it could be true.

The vision is vividly etched in my soul,
     Of the places and people, I knew.

My home was the road that I rambled each day.
     A traveling minstrel my trade.

My pockets weren’t filled with much silver or gold.
     My wealth, stacked with friends I had made.

I’d sing and I’d play for the working-class folk.
     Their smiles and tears were sincere.

They’d feed me, and house me, and show me respect,
     And share family stories and beer.

But, the lords and the ladies, kings and the queens,
     Would compete for whose bard was the best.
So, they stole me away from the people I loved,

     And displayed me at royal behest.
 

Now, all that is left of the dream I have had,
     Is a lonely, enslaved troubadour.

Who cannot remember the joy he once knew,
     Or the friends that he’ll see, nevermore.



Community Journal - 11Sunday, September 8, 2024

shoots out 
sideways I find. 
Some of our great 
minds strongly 
compelled from 
mind/heart, spoke 
up and defended 
the truth, as 
understood by 
them, and took 
risks doing it. 
They discussed 
ideas. Brave minds 
question cracks 
or glitches in 
mankind, cultures/governments, 
and many defend the down-home, 
traditional goodness of the people... 
and fix the cracked pots.

Wabi Sabi is a Japanese 
concept that values impermenance 
and imperfection. The craft 
of kintsugi honors wabi-sabi 
by mending broken objects. 
Imperfection is a (beautiful) work 
in progress; a broken pot has more 
value and strength, if cracks and 
pieces are repaired with gold, or 
silver, in the adhesive used. I love 
it! There are many examples of this 
craft online, which is also practical, 
and I think it’s cool. This is because 
we too are imperfect, but stronger 
when healed, or when us “cracked 
pots” are repaired to wholeness. But, 
lets wrap this up with those quotes 

by the Wise Ones which you could 
start a discussion group around that 
would never end:

	
We suffer more in our 

imagination than in reality... Seneca

Our life is what our thoughts 
make it... Marcus Aurelius

Thinking is difficult, that’s why 
most people judge... Carl Jung

Care about what people think 
and you will always be their 

prisoner... Lao Tzu

A fool is known by speech and a 
wise man by silence... Pythagoras

If you are the smartest person in 
the room, then you are in the wrong 

room... Confucius

The quieter you become, the 
more you are able to hear... Rumi

Community

CONVENIENCE STORE
OPEN 24 HOURS

DINER
SUN-TUES 6AM-10PM

WED-SAT 6AM-MIDNIGHT

CASINO
OPEN 8AM-MIDNIGHT 

EVERYDAY

"The Truck Stop"
1226 Hwy 10 W.• Livingston, MT • (406) 222-6180

Scan for online ordering!
6am-7pm Daily

SPECIALS & SOUPS MADE DAILY

by Joyce Johnson

“I was 
born under 
a wand’rin 
star,” sang 
the actor, 
Lee Marvin 
in that deep 
baritone of 
his. He ended 
it,“When I get ta heaven better tie 
me to a tree, cuz I was born under a 
wand’rin star.” I was born under one 
too, and boy did I wander all over 
the planet in my youth. I was born 
with what is called a Leo “Rising” 
which in me was a clowny little girl 
until adolescence shifted me into 
the moody Capricorn. With both, I’m 
sometimes too direct, say friends. 
But, Leo tickles the crabby, practical 
Capricorn with humor and saves my 
sanity, I think.

But today my column is about 
a list of wonderful quotes, which I 
share at the end. They are by our 
Wise Ones, and a lot about the 

wisdom of silence, but they all had 
“outee” features and spoke up, 
wrote books, gave speeches, taught 
us endless wisdom, and are still 
icons, honored after many 100s of 
years. They cared about mankind, 
nurtured hope, and soul growth. 
Some asian strong but silent types, 
Voice-Fasted, an ancient spiritual 
practice of not speaking for a few 
days, or a year, which is said to 
nurture strength of spirit/mind. I 
um… have not even attempted a 
voice fast. But you try it! Pin a sign 
on your shirt that says “Voice Fast” 
to tell people you are not going to 
speak a word for a day or two. You 
will stimulate less nonsense from 
others; you just smile and nod or 
shake your head and point to your 
sign. Or start impromptu charades! 
[email and tell me how you do.] 

Truly, however, I think that those 
who live with minimum speech, 
mostly watching and listening, like 
our animal life, teach us something 
vital about the serene power of 
silence. In contrast, suppression 

The Wise Ones on Silence–and Wabi Sabi

Name: ________________________________

Location of Birth: ______________________

Branch: _______________________________

Service Years: _________________________

Rank: _________________________________

Resides or Deceased & Date

_______________________________________

Connection to Park County:

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

We are honoring all who have served in 
our military and we need your help giving 
them the recognition they deserve in the 

November 10th edition of the PCCJ.
Below is an example of what each Veterans profile will display. Please fill out, 
and return the information below, (with photo) to include your family member, 
friend or acquaintance so we can pay tribute to those who served with pride.

Please send completed forms to: The Park County Communtiy Journal,
108 N. Main St., Livingston, MT 59047 or you can drop them off at The Main Print Shop 

or email information & photo to Community@pccjournal.com.

Deadline for submission is Friday, October 25th.

HONOR OUR
LOCAL HEROES
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Health & Wellness

The immune system is made up 
of organs, tissues, cells and proteins. 
It is your body’s personal defense 
system against bacteria and viruses, 
helping ward off illness and infection. 
Because of the vital role it plays in 
keeping you healthy; it’s important 
to take steps to keep your immune 
system strong.

Consider these healthy habits that 
can go a long way toward supporting 
your immune system and maintaining 
your health.
Practice Proper Hygiene 

Good hygiene and avoiding close 
contact with people who are sick is 
a key component of maintaining a 
healthy immune system. Practices 
such as washing your hands fre-
quently with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds; covering your nose 
and mouth with a tissue or your el-
bow when coughing or sneezing; and 
disinfecting oft-touched objects and 
surfaces like doorknobs, light switch-
es, counters and remote controls can 
help remove germs and reduce their 
spread.

Consider a Nutrient-Rich Supple-
ment

The body requires many essential 
nutrients to form the foundation of 
a healthy immune system. Consider 
adding a nutrient-rich supplement 
like Airborne, which has been refor-
mulated with seven key essential 

nutrients: vitamins A, C, D and E; 
zinc; manganese; and selenium. 
Available in effervescent tablets and 
chewable gummies, with flavors vary-
ing from Zesty Orange to Very Berry 
and Citrus, the addition of vitamin D 
and increased levels of zinc mean the 
improved formula provides the most 
essential nutrients of any Airborne 
immune-supporting supplement.

Maintain a Healthy Diet
Because a poor diet can weaken 

the immune system, according to 
research published in “Science Di-
rect,” giving your body the nutrients it 
needs is key to helping your immune 
system thrive. Including a variety of 
fruits and vegetables, which are rich 
in antioxi-
dants and 
vitamins, 
as well 
as whole 
grains, lean 
proteins and 
healthy fats 
as part of 
your meals 
can help 
strengthen 
your immune 
system. Also remember to drink 
plenty of water to stay hydrated and 
limit processed foods, sugary snacks 
and beverages high in added sugars 
that can weaken your immune system 

and have a 
negative im-
pact on your 
health.

Engage in 
Regular 
Physical 
Activity

Not only 
can maintain-
ing a regular 
exercise 
routine 
help build 
muscle and improve endurance, it 
helps improve circulation, too, which 
allows immune cells to move more 
freely through the body. Aim for at 

least 150 
minutes of 
moderate or 
75 minutes 
of vigorous 
exercise per 
week, such 
as brisk 
walking, 
cycling, 
swimming 
or dancing. 
This activity 

also promotes the production of en-
dorphins and can help reduce stress, 
further benefitting to your immune 
system, according to the Mayo Clinic. 
Just be sure not to push yourself too 
hard, as excessive exercise can have 
the opposite effect and put your body 
under more physical stress.

Get an Appropriate Amount of 
Sleep

Sleep and immune health are 
intertwined. In fact, inadequate or 
poor-quality sleep can lead to a high-
er susceptibility to illness, according 
to research by the Sleep Foundation. 

During sleep, your body repairs and 
rejuvenates itself, so aim for the 
expert-recommended 7-9 hours of 
quality sleep each night. Establish 
a regular sleep schedule by going 
to bed and waking at the same time 
each day, even on weekends, and 
create a relaxing routine to signal 
to your body it’s time to wind down. 
This may include limiting screen 
time an hour before bed, reading 
or practicing relaxation techniques. 
A comfortable, cool and dark sleep 
environment can also improve the 
quality of your sleep.

Manage Stress Levels
Stress, both physical and mental, 

can weaken your immune system 
and lead to a higher risk of infection, 
particularly if it leads to sleep distur-
bances, reduced water intake, less 
frequent exercise or unhealthy eating 
habits. To effectively manage stress, 
practice relaxation techniques such 
as meditation, yoga or deep breath-
ing and prioritize self-care through 
activities you find relaxing like read-
ing, listening to music, journaling, 
exercising or spending time outdoors.

Keep you immune system strong 
so you can live healthy and fully. 

Essential Tips to Support Your Immune System

https://healthyfamilyproject.com/

Photos courtesy of Shutterstock
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On Friday night, 
the Park High Rangers 
opened their 2024 
football season with a 
home game against the Billings Senior 
Broncs Junior Varsity team. The Rangers dressed 
18 players, while the Broncs had 16 coaches on 
the sideline. You can see where I’m going with this.

Park High welcomed back the Rangers fans 
with a free barbecue of hot dogs, hamburgers, 
chips, cookies, and drinks before the game 
courtesy of the Ranger Booster Club and grill 
master Tasha Bell. The Ranger Booster Club had 
merchandise for sale and memberships ready 
for fans to sign up. Booster Club President Brook 
Weimer put in a yeoman’s day effort as she worked 
the concession stand alone in the morning when 
Park High hosted a cross-country meet, and she 
was back to supervise the BBQ and the concession 
stand throughout the night.

Garrett Standard had his Pep Band in the 
student section of the stands, ready to play. Senior 
Jon Durgan, wide receiver/cornerback/punt and 
kickoff returner, and sophomore kicker/punter 
Paxon Sikkink, practiced under special teams 
coach Bill Fox’s watchful eyes.

And then it was game time. The Ranger’s 
defensive team was announced as they ran through 
the tunnel, fired up by the crowd’s cheers. The 
captains met with the officials at midfield for the 
coin toss, and the Broncs elected to receive the kick.

The Ranger’s defense flexed their muscles 
early as Lliam Edwards pressured the Broncs 
freshman quarterback, Wright Edwards, into errant 
throws and a 12-yard sack on the Broncs first three 
offensive series.

Starting for the Rangers at quarterback, senior 
Logan Jergenson led the Rangers down the field 
on their first possession using his feet and his right 
arm as he connected with Durgan on a perfect 32-
yard pass completion down to the Broncs 20-yard 
line. The drive stalled, and Ranger head coach Nick 
Coates called upon Sikkink to attempt a 29-yard 
field goal. The kick was true, and the Rangers led 
3-0 with 5:56 left to play in the first quarter.

The Rangers led 3-0 heading into the second 
quarter when the Broncs went on a long drive that 
started at their 27-yard line. Mixing up the play 
calling, the Broncs were able to hit on short passes 
and chunks of yards on the ground until they 
reached the Ranger’s 10-yard line with 9:26 left in 
the second quarter. The Broncs called a dive play for 
their bruising running back, Brendan Koch, who was 

hit by Jaxson White, Adam Taitelbaum, and Sundling, 
forcing him to fumble, and the loose ball was 
recovered by Lliam Edwards, haunting the Bronc’s 
scoring drive and preserving the Rangers 3-0 lead.

The teams traded possessions until the 
Broncs moved the ball down to the Rangers 8-yard 
line. This time, Koch had better luck as he bulled 
his way to the goal line and in for the touchdown. 
The Broncs went for two, and Edwards found 
Josiah Coelho open in the right corner of the end 
zone to give the Broncs an 8-3 lead, which held 
into the third quarter.

The Rangers took the lead in the third quarter 
with 5:21 on the clock, with Jergenson scoring on 
a 1-yard keeper. The ensuing two-point try by the 
Rangers failed, but they led 9-8. Taitelbaum began 
finding a little running room up the middle to keep 
the drive alive, and Jergenson found Grady Shifley 
and Ryder Clayton on crossing patterns for drive-
sustaining completions.

On their next offensive possession, though, 
the Broncs took a 14-8 lead when Tre’Yrio Gisler 
scored from 6 yards out on end around.

The fourth quarter was a train wreck of 
officiating and a lack of sportsmanship on behalf 
of Billings Senior. First, the officials missed a clear 
pass interference call when Jergenson attempted 
to connect with Durgan on a go-route down the 
sideline. The cornerback grabbed Durgan’s arm as 
the pass was floating down to him.

Then, three players for the Broncs were 
targeting the Rangers; one, in particular, was 
the Broncs strong side corner. He was a good 
football player, fast and tough at only 5’6" and 130 
pounds, but during the fourth quarter, he couldn’t 
control his emotions.

As the Rangers were putting together an 
incredible drive in an attempt to regain the lead 
in the middle of the fourth quarter, Jergenson 
broke free during a 6-yard scramble only to be 
illegally horse–collar tackled and slammed down 
on the Rangers sideline by the Broncs cornerback, 
who then stood over Jergenson and flexed. So, 
on one play, he committed two, possibly three 
penalties. No yellow flag was to be seen. On the 
drive, the same defensive player flexed after four 
tackles; none drew a look from the official. (The 
same official had the Sheilds Valley game on 
Saturday night, where both team’s coaches vocally 
challenged missed calls. That official told me 
before the Shields game he doesn’t call flexing 
[even though it is a penalty under MHSA rules] 
because, to him, it’s just part of the game. I told 
him that the next time a Ranger player flexes on 
the football field will be the first I’ve witnessed in 
four years of covering them.)

The Ranger’s drive 
in the fourth quarter was 
the game’s highlight. It 
featured successful two-
fourth-down calls by coach 
Coate, one of which was a 
34-yard pass completion 
from Jergenson to 
Taitelbaum. When the 
Rangers scored from the 
4-yard line, the Broncs 
were finally hit with an 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
call for hitting Durgan, who 
wasn’t involved in the play 
after the touchdown. Then, 
after the touchdown, a referee 
threw a second flag from the 
far side of the field to negate the touchdown on a 
phantom offensive penalty.

From there, the Rangers could not punch 
the ball in, and the Broncos controlled the final 5 
minutes of the game for the win.

The 18 warriors who dressed for Coach 
Coate put in a fantastic effort. And that’s just what 
they were, as they hung tough against a Class 
AA JV team with depth, as Billings Senior dressed 
47 players.

“I thought the team played with a lot of 
resilience,” Coach Coate said. “Their effort and 
response to challenges was outstanding. We had 
some especially troublesome injuries due to our 
lack of depth, which threw a wrench in the game 
plan. To the player’s credit, they adapted and kept 
playing hard, which kept us in the game. The 
real problem that we had was a lack of offensive 
efficiency. That is something that we coaches will 
work to fix and an issue that is ours to take the 
blame for. I felt I could have done a better job 
putting our players in a better position to succeed 
on both sides of the ball.”

Coach Coate had a great game plan and a 
nice mix of offensive plays. Jergenson was 8-15 for 
135 yards through the air in his first varsity game 
as the Ranger’s starting quarterback. He was in 
control the whole game and had the knowledge, 
foresight, and skill to scramble when the times 
called for it, but he showed great patience at the 
quarterback position.

Durgan, who seemed banged up from cramps 
throughout the game, caught two passes to lead 
the Rangers in reception yards for 48 yards. He 
also shined on defense, registering two solo 
tackles and an interception.

“Jon is fine. He just had cramps,” Coach 
Coate said. “We had only one injury of concern 

with Paxon. We will see how he progresses over 
the next week. Everyone else was fighting cramps.”

Eric Uberuaga caught a pass for 10 yards, 
Ryder Clayton hauled in two receptions, and Grady 
Shifley, in his first football game for the Rangers, 
grabbed two passes from Jergenson.

On defense, Edwards (1), White (2), 
and Taitelbaum (1) each got to the Broncos 
quarterback for a sack. For a defense that lost its 
linebacking corp to graduation, they clogged the 
middle and mostly made tackles at the point of 
contact. I’ll say again it was an outstanding effort 
by the Rangers.

“Adam is a dynamic player that we have to 
get the ball to more often,” Coach Coate reflected. 
“I think we saw the same from Jon Durgan. After 
the game, I watched the film to confirm things I 
saw on the field; we had many players who put 
tremendous effort together. Jaxson White put 
together one heck of a game at Middle Linebacker, 
his first game playing that position. He had a lot of 
impact plays. Jaxson (White), Grady (Shifley), Lliam 
(Edwards), and Ryder (Clayton) stood out on that 
side of the ball. But, most important was the total 
defensive effort. Anytime you hold an opponent to 
14 points, you should be in or win the game. We 
will work to fix our minor problems, get healthy, 
and be ready to take on Conrad in Helena on two 
Fridays. I know the players are looking forward to 
that experience.”

The Rangers will hopefully take 21 players 
and their Coaches, Coate, Linton Jett, Bill Fox, 
Quinten Counts, and Ryan Marks, on the road to 
play Conrad High at Nelson Stadium, home of the 
Carroll College Fighting Saints in Helena, on Friday, 
September 9th, at 7 pm.

For more photos and great articles, check out 
the ParkCountyDugout.com.

Sports

Rangers’ Valiant Efforts Fall Short on the 
Scoreboard but Not on the Field
Lose Season Opener in Defensive Struggle 14-9 to Billings Senior

Toby Willner Rushes for Six Touchdowns & Braden Tuning 
Takes a Punt 74 Yards to the House
as Gardiner Dominates Fromberg 58-8
Park County Dugout
By: Jeff Schlapp 

The best-laid 
plans of mice and 
men often go awry. 
Robert Burns wrote “The 
Best Laid Schemes o’ Mice an’ 
Men” in his poem To a Mouse (I want to be precise 
for the person who wrote and referred to me as 
a hack journalist); it sounds more accurate and 
crisper adapted into everyday use.

Anywho, the best-laid plans of mice and 
reporters often go awry, as mine did on Saturday. 
I was planning to drive down to Fromberg on 
Saturday for the Gardiner Bruins season opener 
and then, after that game, circle back and watch 
the Rebels play their home opener in Wilsall. 
Instead, I found myself behind in publishing 
stories. So I decided to stay home, work, and 
watch the Bruins game on NFHS Network, but their 
feed went out (or mine, I’m not sure) two plays 
into the first quarter.

So, I was stuck at home and could not learn 
of the score until Sunday morning when I texted 
first-year head coach Matt Lumley. I was shocked 

when he replied that the boys had won 58-8!
What a turnaround from last year. Although 

the Bruins did end their five-year losing streak 
when they beat Alberton 34-32 last season, the 
remainder of their season (five games) was 
canceled as they didn’t have enough healthy 
players to field a team.

At the start of practice three weeks ago, 
coach Lumley had 15 players come out for Bruins 
football. Along with assistant coaches Mike LePage 
and Joel Tuning, they set about crafting a football 
team. The results were unveiled on Saturday, 
which was different from night and day.

This should be a fun year down in Gardiner. 
Thanks to Coach Lumely, let’s look at the game 
stats.

Toby Willner – was a beast with 237 yards 
rushing. I saw games in the past where Gardiner 
didn’t have 237 yards rushing as a team. He 
scored six touchdowns on the ground and one 
more on a 20-yard touchdown reception. Willner 
accounted for 44 of the Bruin’s 58 points. Last 
year, after Willner suffered a broken collarbone 
early in the season, he was ruled out for the year. 
We now know what fans missed.

Colter Lumley – he threw for a score and ran 

one in for another. On the day, 
Lumley had 58 yards rushing.

Braden Tuning – turned 
in an electrifying punt return 
(Coach Lumley’s words) for 
a 74-yard touchdown, and 
he registered ten tackles on 
defense.

Garret Klien – was the 
team’s second-leading tackler 
with nine, and he had two fumble 
recoveries.

Cayden Sharrow-Hoppe – had 
60 yards passing with one touchdown, 10 yards 
rushing, and scored an extra point of offense. 
Defensively, he blocked a punt and registered two 
solo tackles.

Bridger Lumley – scored a touchdown and 
received 30 yards, six rushing yards, and two extra 
points.

Franklin Lewis – had an interception and four 
solo tackles on defense. On the offensive side of 
the ball, Lewis ended the game with 40 yards on 
the ground and another 15 yards through the air.

Joel Stermitz and Alex White – Stermitz had 
four tackles and a pass breakup, while White came 

up with four solo tackles on the day.
The resurrection of the Gardiner Bruins 

football program has begun, and Saturday was a 
great start. The Bruins get a week off before facing 
the White Sulphur Springs Hornets at home on 
Saturday, September 14th, at 1:00 p.m.

The Hornets were winners of their season 
open 45-0 over Harlowton-Ryegate.

Editors Note: Many thanks to Katie 
Willner and Katie Willner Photography (https://
katiewillnerphotography.com/).

For more photos and great articles, check out 
the ParkCountyDugout.com.

Adam Taitelbaum broke three tackles for a gain against Billings Senior 
JV on Friday night at McLeod Field in Livingston.

Toby Willner running the ball and avoiding a tackle on Saturday 
against Fromberg.
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TRAILER PROTECTION
ENCLOSED, BOAT, FLATBED, UTILITY, 
ATV, CARGO, EQUIPMENT...
                      WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

of Livingstonof Livingston

Destri & Helena Adams - Owners

406.220.3601 • www.rhinolinings.com
320 1/2 N. Main Street, Livingston, MT 59047

News

Public Input Coming Up for Gardiner Resort Tax
The Gardiner Resort Area District Board 

wants to hear your thoughts on how to 
improve the community’s program and plan 
for the future. Please join them on either 
Wednesday, September 18th or Tuesday 
October 8th, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, at the 
Gardiner School’s multi-purpose room. Cake 
and light refreshments will be provided. 

The Gardiner Resort Area and a 3% 
resort tax were approved by qualified 
electors on April 8, 2014, and became 
effective on June 1, 2014. Qualified electors 
on May 5, 2015, approved the creation 
of the Gardiner Resort Area District and 
elected members to its Board of Directors 
on November 3 of that year.

What Is this Tax? The Gardiner Resort 

Tax is collected on all applicable sales. The 
tax is collected from June 1st to September 
30th. Funds are used for property tax 
relief, community services, cultural grants, 
community infrastructure, and visitor 
services. For each year until 2034, the tax 
is split as follows: 50% to an infrastructure 
and community development grant account 
5% for property tax relief, 5% to rebate 
fees that that appear on the property tax 
bill (equal amounts to each taxpayer), 
5% to a Community Services and Cultural 
Grant account, 5% to fund the operational 
expenses of the resort tax, 15% to a Visitor 
Center Capital Grant account, which will 
revert to the general infrastructure account 
once the Visitor Center is fully funded, 

10% to the Visitor 
Center operations 
and maintenance 
account, and 5% for 
reimbursement of 
administrative fees to 
establishments.

An additional 
1% was approved by 
qualified electors on December 8, 2020, 
and became effective on all lodging 
reservations from June 1st to September 
30th, taken on and after January 1, 2021. 
For non-lodging taxable items and services, 
the new rate of 4% was applied as of June 
1, 2021. This tax will be applied until the 
infrastructure project is complete or until 

2030, whichever comes first. 
Pick which of these two input meetings 

works best for you. Grab your neighbor 
and let your voice be heard. Head over to 
the multi-purpose room at Gardiner High 
School to celebrate the first ten years 
of the resort tax and enjoy some light 
refreshments. Be sure and check out their 
website at GardinerResortTax.com.

Monday Nights - JAZZ JAM AT ENGINE ROOM 
PIZZA in Livingston (113 W Park Street) every Monday night 
from 7 to 9 pm. This is a welcoming space for musicians of 
all levels to come together and play jazz standards, blues, 
and Latin grooves. A drum set, keyboard, and bass amp are 
ready for anyone who wants to join in. Weather permitting, 
we’ll be playing outside to enjoy the evening atmosphere. 
You can find more details on our Facebook event page: 
Jazz Jam at Engine Room Pizza.

September 14 - MONTHLY POTLUCK AT BEAVER 
CREEK COMMUNITY HALL, 651 Swingley Road, 6:30 pm. 
Everyone is invited! Please bring a side dish, salad or main 
dish to share.

September 17 - JOHN HENRY HASELTINE AT ELK 
RIVER BOOKS, 122 S. 2nd St., 7 pm with book signing and 
reception following reading. For more information, send an 
email to info@elkriverbooks.com or call (406) 333-2330.

September 21 - THE PARK COUNTY BRANCH OF 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION (AAUW) will hold its next 
meeting at 9 am at WarmStone Fireplaces and Design at 
116 B St. in Livingston.

October 6 - CANDIDATE FORUM for all candidates 
running for elected office in Park County. The forum will 
start promptly at 2 pm at the Beaver Creek Community 
Hall, 651 Swingley Road. A meet and greet will follow 
the forum at approximately 3:30 pm with coffee, tea and 
refreshments.
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by Lois Olmstead

 This time of year, 
memories of my 
mom’s Green Tomato 
Raspberry Jam give 
me joy! If you have green tomatoes 
out in your garden this recipe is for 
you. Actually, some stores sell green 
tomatoes. This is what I wrote about 
the last time my mom and I made it 
together. Enjoy!

 We are making my mom’s Green 
Tomato Raspberry Jam. This year it 
was hard finding green tomatoes. 
Mom and I were asking everyone if 
they had any green tomatoes? The 
responses we got were “This wasn’t 

a good year for tomatoes around 
here,” or “The deer ate most of them.” 
We got a box full of green tomatoes 
from Bev Quinton and a few from 
their daughter Kerri. Julie Jardine and 
Kay Hunter gave us some. Some just 
appeared on my desk at work. 

  We made two batches but wanted 
more. We had to find more green 
tomatoes. A jar of jam is a great gift. 
Mom gives them to the kids and 
grandkids. People expect a jar with 
the label “Gram’s Green Tomato Jam.” 
So I went out hunting. You might have 
seen me and not known it was me. I 
was in Harlan Durgan’s tomato patch. 
The deer ate the front ones, but back 
underneath, all along the fence there 

were lots they missed. So down on 
my hands and knees, with a bucket, 
and Alma helping me, we got lots. 
Others let me do the same in their 
yards. 

  Then we had to go begging for 
jars. Post-covid canning got really 
popular. Jars are like hunting for gold 
this year. We got 56 jelly jars of jam. 
Then I said my three favorite words 
“Now that’s done!” What a joy to do 
this together. 

 So here’s the recipe: You need six 
cups of ground green tomatoes, 6 
cups of sugar, and one large and one 
small package of raspberry Jello. 

 The directions say… oh just a 
minute. Do you have an antique 
metal grinder that fastens on the 
edge of the counter, and you turn 
the handle? Maybe a modern thing 
has been invented. We use our old 
grinders. Then you stir the ground 
tomatoes and the sugar together 

in a pot and bring them slowly to a 
boil. Then add the Jello and cook on 
medium 20 minutes. Then you pour 
the jelly into sterilized warm jars, put 
the lids on and let them seal. That’s it. 

 I did think about those tomatoes 
with a spiritual lesson. Were they 
happy to be jam? They could have 
been lying forlorn in a snowbank 
soon. My next thought was forlorn 
“like us?” Many of us feel that way. 
We don’t get the job, the diet didn’t 
work, the check isn’t in the mail. 
Maybe a little silly, but part of the joy 
was choosing green tomatoes! Let’s 
read Psalm chapter one this week. 

  Kinda like Jesus chooses us? Not 
waiting for us to be perfect or to get 
our ducks in a row, before He loves 
us. Hallelujah! Our Bible verse this 
week is 1 John 4:19 “We love Him 
because He first loved us. ” Thank 
you, Jesus. It does take a village 
doesn’t it?

“Enjoying the Journey” 

Rev. Daniel Merz is a fourth generation Missouri 
Synod pastor with family roots in Montana and 
Washington. He finished grade school in Bellingham, 
WA, and after three years of college baseball in 
Yakima, WA, and Odessa, TX, he graduated from 
Western Washington University with a degree in music. 

He is a 2016 graduate of Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis. He served a parish in NW New Jersey from 
2016-2020.

He and his wife are blessed with four children. 
He was installed as pastor of 

Emmaus Lutheran Church in August 
of 2020.

Email - pastormerz at gmail 
dot com

He would be happy to answer 
any questions you may have about 
the historic Christian faith, the 
Lutheran Church, and joining the 
congregation.

Meet Our Leaders

Reverend
Daniel Merz

 Emmaus Lutheran 
Church

801 E Park Street • Livingston, MT 59047
emmauslutheranmt@gmail.com

American Lutheran Church
129 South F Street, Livingston
Pastor Melissa Johansen
Sunday worship 9 am, elevator avail.
406-222-0512 • alclivingston.org

Church of Christ
919 W Park St, Livingston
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-222-2017 • church-of-christ.org

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
12 White Lane, Gardiner
David Gilbert branch President
Sunday worship 10:00 am 
406-848-7509 • lds.org

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints
110 West Summit St., Livingston
Bishop Trevor Strupp
Sunday worship 10:00 am
406-222-3570 • lds.org

Emmaus Lutheran Church
801 East Park Street, Livingston
Reverend Daniel Merz
emmauslutheranmt@gmail.com
emmauslutheranmt.org

Expedition Church
27 Merrill Lane, Livingston
Pastor Darryl Brunson
Sunday worship 10:00 am
406-224-1774 • expeditionmt.org

First Baptist Church 
Crossing Community Church
202 East Lewis St., Livingston
Pastor Bryce Maurer
Sunday worship 10:45 am
406-222-1603 • fbclivingston.org

Gardiner Community Church
318 Main Street, Gardiner
Reverend Jeff Ballard
Sunday worship 10:15 am
406-848-4060

Gardiner Baptist Fellowship
802 Scott Street, Gardiner
Pastor Britton Gray
Sunday worship 11:00 am
406-223-4478

Grace Methodist Church
302 South 9th St., Livingston
Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson
Call/visit website for worship times 
406-222-1041 
www.methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Holbrook United Methodist 
Church
424 Lewis Street, Livingston
Call/visit website for worship times
406-222-1041
www.methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses
1505 E Gallatin St., Livingston
Sunday Public talk and 
Watchtower 10:00 am
406-222-2012 • jw.org

Livingston Hope Church
226 South 3rd St., Livingston
Senior Pastor Shad Durgan 
Sunday worship 8, 9:30 and 11am
406-222-1577 • livinghope.church

Livingston Bible Church
329 North 5th St., Livingston
Pastor Monte Casebolt 
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-222-2714 • livingstonbible.org

Livingston Christian Center
(Assemblies of God)
1400 Mount Baldy Dr., Livingston
Pastor Dave Brakke
Sunday worship 10:00 am
406-222-3144
livingstonchristiancenter.com

Livingston Church Of God
101 South O Street, Livingston
Pastor Ed Parrent
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-220-0620

Mountain Bible Church
18 Pine Meadow Rd., Livingston
(off Pine Creek Rd and Hwy 89)
Pastor Brandon Reagor
Sunday Worship 10:00 am
406-219-7628 • mtbible.org

Mount Republic Chapel
240 US Hwy 212, Cooke City/Silver Gate
Reverend Don Taylor
Sunday worship 9:30 am
Check the website for seasonal 
worship times
406-838-2397
mtrepublicchapel.org

Mountain Springs Baptist Church
626 North 13th St., Livingston
Pastor Justin Sutherland
Sunday worship 11:00 am
406-222-1240
mountainspringsbaptist.com

Paradise Valley Community 
Church
1772 East River Rd., Livingston
Pastor Andrew Alberda
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-333-4905
paradisevalleychurch.org

Pine Creek United Methodist 
Church
2470 East River Rd., Livingston
Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson
Call/visit website for worship times
406-222-1041
methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church
425 West Lewis St., Livingston
Sunday worship 11:00 am 
406-222-1175
www.rlclivingston.wordpress.com

The Summit Lighthouse
Contact us for worship service 
and conference times
63 Summit Way, Gardiner 
406-848-9200 
SummitLighthouse.org

Seventh-Day Adventist Church
1 Guthrie Lane, Livingston
Pastor Rene Marquez
406-222-7598
livingstonmt.adventistchurch.org 

Shields River Lutheran Church
105 Ordway St. South, Wilsall 
Sunday worship 9:00 am
406-578-2212
srlcwilsall.wordpress.com 

Shields Valley Bible Church
405 Fifth St. West • Clyde Park
Pastor Glen Helig
Sunday worship 11:00 am
406-686-4708

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
310 West Lewis St., Livingston
Reverend Kristin Orr
Sunday worship 10:30 am
406-222-0222
saintandrewsepiscopalchurch.org

St. John’s Episcopal Church
8 Story Road, Emigrant
Reverend Kristin Orr
Sunday worship 8:00 am
stjohnspv.org

St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
910 McLeod St., Big Timber
Father Garrett Nelson
Sunday worship 2:00 pm
406-932-4728

St. Margaret’s Catholic Church
206 1st Avenue North, Clyde Park
Father Garrett Nelson
Service Saturdays 4:00pm
406-222-1393
stmaryscommunity.org

St Mark’s Church Universal 
And Triumphant
130 South D St., Livingston
Sunday worship 10:15 am
406-222-2675

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
511 South F St., Livingston
Father Garrett Nelson, Pastor
Saturday 6:00 pm year-round
Holding Services since 1891.
Sunday at 10:30 am April thru Sept.
Sunday 8:00 am October to March
406-222-1393 • stmaryscommunity.org

St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
1116 W Geyser St., Livingston
Pastor Paul Stern
Sunday worship 10:15 am
406-222-3372 • stpaulslivingston.org 

St. William’s Catholic Church
705 West Scott St., Gardiner
Father Garrett Nelson
Sunday worship 8:00 am April-Sept
Sunday 11:00am October to March
406-222-1393 • stmaryscommunity.org

Valley Shepard Church of the 
Nazarene
Services are presently online.
Please call for instructions to 
view a service.
Reverend Christie American Horse
Livingston • 406-223-1072

Wilsall Community Church
112 Liquin Hill Rd., Wilsall
(west of Hwy 89 North; take 
Clark St to Liquin)
Pastor Stephen Fanning
Sunday worship 10:45 am
406-578-2004 • wilsallcchurch.com

United Methodist Grace 
Church
302 South 9th St., Livingston
Pastor Mari-Emilie Anderson
Sunday worship 5:00 pm
406-222-1041
www.methodistsontheyellowstone.org

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.
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International Talk Like a
Pirate Day on September 19th

Argh... me hearties! So yer ‘ere to learn 
the vast secrets of 
this sacred day that 
soon be upon us!?

You guessed 
it; we’re referring to 
‘International Talk Like 
a Pirate Day.’ If you’re 
here to get all the 
deets about when it 
is, why it is and what to do for it, 
then keep on reading!
Origins

This celebration was started in June 
1995 (more than twenty years ago!) A 
innovative Ol’ Chumbucket and Cap’n 
Slappy (formally known as John Baur 
and Mark Summers) sat down and de-

cided to start the holiday as a fun 
way to dress up as pirates and 
talk like them too!

This day offers an opportu-
nity to not only mess 

around but to give 
something back. 

People can dress up 
as pirates and some folks 
will raise money for their 
favorite charities with a 

collection jar, what’s better 
than that!?
What Do I do?

This part is easy. Make sure you grab 
yourself an eye patch, bandana, baggy 
shirt and a little toy parrot or monkey. 
Make sure you use awful grammar and 

jump right into 
that accent. You 
could even have 
a pirate-themed 
party with edible 
gold coins and 
balloon sword 
fights! Don’t forget 
to get out Treasure 
Island or Pirates of 
the Caribbean if 
you’re not feeling 
as academic.
Public Service 
Announcement

Though this is a pirate imitation day, 
please do not pillage, steal or brawl. 
Actual pirates aren’t that great, so best to 

go for the parody version! Have Fun and 
Be Safe!

Excerpted from Awareness Months 
website.

Elk River Books Celebrates Publication of 
Art Book by John Henry Haseltine

Livingston 
artist and au-
thor John Hen-
ry Haseltine 
joins the select 
list of writers 
published 
by Elk River 
Books with his 
monograph 
of paintings 
and narratives, 
Westward & Miserable. The book official-
ly launches on Tuesday, Sept. 17th, with 
a reading and art display.

Westward & Miserable is an 80-page 
collection of full-color paintings of imag-
ined Western scenes with an absurdist 
and often bizarre twist. Short explanatory 
essays accompany each image. The 
work is gathered from Haseltine’s gallery 

exhibitions 
in Livingston, 
including The 
Green Door 
Gallery, The 
Frame Garden, 
and Raised By 
Wolves Studios. 
It’s part region-
al history, part 
folklore, part 
Western my-

thology, but, Haseltine notes, “mostly it’s 
a book of lies… lies equally benevolent 
as they are pernicious.”

Betsy Gaines Quammen, author of 
True West: Myth and Mending on the Far 
Side of America, describes the book as 
“an irreverent rollick, dismantling myths 
and gonzoing Western history. Haseltine 
illustrates his outrageous collection of 

tall tales and spirited yarns with origi-
nality, charm, and joyfulness.”

Comedian, filmmaker and Saturday 
Night Live alum Rich Hall notes, “Ha-
seltine’s visual style falls somewhere 
between those 70s Keane paintings of 
the kids with the debilitating myopic 
condition and bathroom wallpaper 
from that same era. The text accom-
panying each illustration is sly, precise 
and remarkable, considering—as far 
as I can tell—it has nothing to do with 
the actual illustration it prefigures. It 
would seem to me that Mr. Haseltine 
has produced this somewhat phe-
nomenal book with no marketing 
strategy beyond launching a single copy 
into the ocean, hoping it washes up on 
a remote shore and generates a cargo 
cult.”

Elk River Books is located at 122 

S. 2nd St. in downtown Livingston. The 
free event begins at 7 pm, and a book 
signing and reception will follow. For 
more information, send an email to 
info@elkriverbooks.com or call (406) 
333-2330.

5237 US Hwy. 89 South #14, Livingston
406-222-0855 • backporchquilter.com

Come in
and see all of the 
new fabrics & 
        yarns!

102 Rogers Lane
Livingston, MT 
406-946-1286
406-333-2604
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Across
1 "The Circle Game" writer --- Mitchell
5 Features of old phones
10 Ran off the margin
14 Germany/Poland border river
15 Private movie maker, informally
16 Uncommon
17 She-bears
18 Bizet's "The Pearl Fishers" heroine
19 Bearded bloom
20 "48 --- " (1982 Nolte/Murphy movie)
21 Retreating
23 Significant Tombstone name
25 Falling off a log is as easy as this
26 Winner of the first Pulitzer Prize for 
Fiction
27 1995 Masters Tournament winner
32 Dumb cargo vessel
33 --- Vista, Mexican War battle
34 Self-esteem
35 "I'm --- here!"
36 Prohibition-era gangster Bugs ---
37 "Aw, gee!"
38 Powdery residue
39 In great shape
40 Military cap
41 Actress/singer Debbie
43 Stout box
44 "--- Daba Honeymoon", sung by 41 
Across
45 Food firm now merged with Heinz
46 Violently stormy
51 "A likely story!"
54 Frozen rain
55 Transmits

56 Group of three
57 Skin eruption
58 If hungry, --- Joe's
59 Substance
60 Opposite to 46 Down
61 Hazy
62 Encourage in wrongdoing

Down
1 Tease amiably
2 Bad aroma
3 Of public interest
4 Collector who awaits your return
5 Make weaker
6 Lifeless
7 Score after deuce, sometimes
8 "Darling ---" (1970 Julie Andrews film)
9 "Milk" Best Actor Oscar winner
10 Kickbacks
11 "Doctor Zhivago" heroine
12 Obama attorney general --- Holder
13 --- jockey, in the office
21 Yarn
22 Film's La Lollo
24 Hindu exercise method
26 Temporary stop
27 Makes better
28 Peruse
29 Teen idol
30 Give consent
31 "This --- hurt a bit"
32 Hog wild?
33 No foe
36 Sugar syrup
37 Like Gallaudet University students

39 "Hamlet" 
soliloquy opener
40 Burned by 
feminists, once
42 City at the foot 
of Vesuvius
43 Like a 
curmudgeon
45 Brownie maker
46 Yonder whatsit
47 Apiece
48 Revealing skirt
49 Side
50 " ... --- dust 
shalt thou return"
52 "West Wing" 
extra
53 "Della and the 
Dealer" singer 
Axton
56 "Details 
forthcoming"
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Crossword Puzzle Number 346 Solutions

Sudoku Puzzle Number 321 "Easy"

5 8 4

2 5

2 1 4

9

9 3 2 4

8 9 3

5 3 1

8 6

1 6 2 4

Sudoku Puzzle Answers 320We here at PCCJ love bringing you this 
outlet where our community can share their 
ideas, thoughts and events to everyone in 
Park County.  

Our main goal is to keep this paper, and 
the website access, FREE to everyone! 

Our generous advertisers are the main 
reason we can keep this going, so please, 
visit them and tell them Thank You! 

We are also asking if you feel this 
publication has real value to you, and it 
is not a hardship, to consider signing up 
for a monthly donation...we sure would 
appreciate all the help we can get to 
keep this publication free and available to 
everyone!

You can make donations online at www.
pccjournal.com - Thank you!

Abel
Adam
Arne
Bach
Bax
Berg
Bruch
Bull
Buus
Cage
Cui
Eccard
Elgar

Fauré
Fine
Fry
Gomes
Gould
Hauer
Ive
La Rue
Lalo
Leo
Loewe
Maw
Monn

Orff
Ortiz
Per
Raff
Rihm
Rossi
Rota
Ruffo
Sor
Suk
Tromboncino
Yun

Crossword Puzzle Number 347
Crossword/Wordsearch/Sudoku
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Emigrant People’s Market, located at 
8 Story Road, Emigrant, MT 59027, 
on the lawn of St John’s Church. 
Saturdays 9-1 pm. June -October, 
weather permitting. Locally created 
goods and eclectic curated items. 
New vendors welcome. Email 
emigrantpeoplesmarket@gmail.com 
for information. 
-----------------------------------------------------
Opportunity to serve your 
community on the Board of Trustees!
The district is looking for two 
individuals who are willing to serve 
as a part of the Arrowhead School 
Board of Trustees.
• Appointed until next school election   
  May 2025
• One-year terms
Send questions or request for 
application to: Cinda Self, District 
Clerk cself@arrowheadk8.org.
-----------------------------------------------------

FOR SALE
Ceramic Flatop Stove & refrigerator, 
white, both in excellent condition, and 
both perfectly cleaned. $100/each 
Please call 406-222-4459, no text.
-----------------------------------------------------

HELP WANTED
2024-2025 Vacancies
Arrowhead School District #75
• 2 Elem Teaching Positions (1 
   with P endorsement preferred)
• Music and Art Teacher Salary D.O.E, 
   health, dental, and/or vision, certified 
   staff shall be given full step credit on 
   the salary schedule for up to (10) 
   years teaching experience.
• Paraprofessional Monday-Thursday 
   some Fridays, $18/hour, health, 
   dental, and/or vision
• High Needs Paraprofessional
   Monday-Thursday some Fridays, 
   Hourly Wage D.O.E., health, dental, 
   and/or vision
• Bus Driver
• After School Coordinator
• After School Assistant
More details and Applications for 
all vacancies may be picked up at 
the Arrowhead Elementary School 
in Pray, or visit our district website 
at: Arrowheadk8.com. Questions 
please reach out to Johanna Osborn, 
Principal 406-333-4359 or
josborn@arrowheadk8.org.

St. Mary's Catholic School has an 
opening for a full-time preschool 
teacher for the 2024-2025 school 
year.  Please contact Melissa Beitel 
at (406) 222-3303 or mbeitel@
stmaryscatholicschool.net.
-----------------------------------------------------
Key Insurance in Livingston is looking 
to hire a Licensed Insurance Agent to 
our team. We are dedicated to providing 
individuals, families, businesses and 
their employees with the very best in 
supplemental benefits. Working hand-in-
hand with our customers, our dedicated 
sales force provides personal face-to-
face service that is almost unheard 
of in todays business world. We are 
committed to providing our clients with 
the right protection, customized to their 
needs. We offer $55K to start depending 
on qualifications. Please contact Alice 
at 406-222-0944 to schedule an 
interview or email resume to alice@
montanainsurance.net.
-----------------------------------------------------

EXPERIENCED AUTO 
BODY TECHNICIAN

Come work for a business where you 
are not just a number, but a team 
member. If you are an experienced 
auto body technician with a wide 
range of skills, we’d like to talk to you. 
Our technicians perform welding, 
framework, sheet metal straightening, 
aluminum repair and light mechanical 
to suspension replacement. The position 
requires directions from estimates and 
work orders to be completed perfectly. 
Must supply own tools and toolbox, a 
valid drivers license and have reliable 
attendance. Must be able to spend time 
on your feet and able to lift to 50 pounds. 
Equal opportunity employer. Pay is hourly 
and performance-based. Paid holidays, 
five paid personal days, 401K & Health 
Insurance after 1 year or probationary 
has been met. Schedule is Monday 
through Thursday 7 am to 6 pm. Apply 
by stopping in the shop, 908 East Park 
Street, Livingston, calling 406-222-0214 
or email: bob@oconnorautobody.com. 
O’Conner’s Auto Body is a busy shop, 
and has been making the community’s 
autos look like new for over 50 years.

Coffee Creek Espresso is hiring full and 
part-time Barista positions. This is a fast, 
friendly, fun environment. Come join our 
team!!  Please pick up an application 
at Coffee Creek if you are interested. 
Located in the Albertson's Parking Lot.
-----------------------------------------------------
Downtown Livingston Business 
Improvement District (LBID) Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for Downtown 
Garbage & Graffiti Removal for 
Contract Period 9/1/24 – 8/31/26. 
ICEC Contractor and experience 
preferred, part-time hourly trainee 
accepted. Summer, 20-40 hrs/
mo, cool season 10-20 hrs/
mo. For more information go to  
downtownlivingston.org/contractwork. 
-----------------------------------------------------
Explore Livingston seeks event 
coordinator to oversee cool season 
events Fall-Winter. New position, 
hours vary, independent contractor 
status. For more information go to 
explorelivingstonmt.com/jobs.
-----------------------------------------------------
Destination Stewardship and 
Resiliency Planner RFP for 
Explore Livingston. RFP due 8/30, 
contract work 9/24-3/25. More at 
explorelivingstonmt.com/jobs.
-----------------------------------------------------

Now Hiring at The Office! 
Part-time retail sales position 
available at The Office, 128 South 
Main Street. E-mail resume to info@
officeloungeandliquor.com, go online 
to our website, or stop by for an 
application today!
-----------------------------------------------------
Come Join Our Kenyon Noble Team! 
Kenyon Noble Lumber & Hardware’s 
Livingston 
location is 
currently 
accepting 
applications 
& hiring for Warehouse Associates 
and Delivery Drivers. No experience 
necessary—we will train! Offering 
competitive wages and great benefits 
packages. For more information and to 
see the complete job listing visit us at 
kenyonnoble.com/jobs. You can also 
apply online!
-----------------------------------------------------
Join the Livingston Urban Renewal 
Agency Board!
Are you passionate about revitalizing 
Livingston's downtown and making a 
positive impact on our community? 
The Livingston Urban Renewal Agency 
(URA) is seeking two dedicated 
individuals to join its board. Board 
members serve a 4-year term and 
play a vital role in supporting the 
redevelopment and rehabilitation of 
the downtown area.
About the URA: The mission of the 
URA is to assist with the revitalization 
of Livingston’s downtown by adopting, 
funding, and managing projects that:
Rehabilitate and redevelop blighted 
areas.

Provide public improvements
Repair or rehabilitate deteriorated 
structures.Improve infrastructure, 
facilities, and equipment to enhance 
the health and safety of the downtown 
district.
Grant Programs: The URA currently 
operates two key grant programs:
Facade Improvements: Financial 
assistance for repairing or 
rehabilitating building facades in the 
District.Residential Redevelopment: 
Grants to encourage the development 
or rehabilitation of residential spaces 
within the district.
If you're interested in shaping the 
future of downtown Livingston, we 
encourage you to apply! To apply, 
please complete the application 
linked on this page. Return completed 
applications to Emily Hutchinson 
at Livingston City Hall 220 E. Park 
Street or by email at ehutchinson@
livingstonmontana.org.
----------------------------------------------------
Yellowstone Forever is hiring 
several full-time, year-round 
positions with benefits. Complete 
position description and 
applications are available on our 
website https://www.yellowstone.
org/who-we-are/jobs/. Maintenance 
Manager, Salary range $76,523 
– $84,538 based in Gardiner. 
Warehouse and Logistics Manager, 
$78,867 - $87,803 based in 
Gardiner. Development Coordinator, 
$25.73 – 28.12 per hour based in 
Bozeman, MT.
----------------------------------------------------
Gardiner Public School has 
the following coaching position 
currently available, so if interested, 
please contact Carmen Harbach, 
Athletic Director, at carmen@
gardiner.org. Head Jr. High girls 
Volleyball coach. 
----------------------------------------------------
Gardiner Public School is looking 
for a Custodian (part time, or full 
time with benefits). Salary will be 
based on experience. Applications 
are available on our website at 
www.gardiner. org and can be sent 
to Super@gardiner.org or you may 
apply at the school (510 Stone St, 
Gardiner, MT, 59030). If you have any 
questions, please call 406-848-7563.
----------------------------------------------------
Windrider Transit Relief Bus 
Driver
Park County is seeking a Transit 
Relief Bus Driver to join the 
Windrider Transit team. This part-
time position (10-15 hours/week) 
involves safely operating buses, 
providing excellent customer 
service to passengers, and ensuring 
compliance with safety regulations. 
Ideal for those who enjoy interacting 
with diverse community members. 
Candidates must have a valid 
Montana Driver’s license and will 
be subject to comprehensive drug 

testing. Join us in serving the 
community with friendly, reliable 
transportation services! This job 
will be open until filled with priority 
given to applications received by 
July 2, 2024. To apply go online to: 
https://jobs.parkcounty.org/jobs.
----------------------------------------------------
Museum Curator - Immerse 
yourself in the captivating world of 
history and culture as the Museum 
Curator at Yellowstone Gateway 
Museum. Join our dedicated team 
in preserving and showcasing Park 
County's rich heritage through 
artifact collections, engaging 
exhibits, and educational programs. 
With a dynamic work environment 
and opportunities to collaborate 
with passionate individuals, this role 
allows you to make a meaningful 
impact on our community's 
understanding and appreciation 
of its past. Apply now to embark 
on a fulfilling journey with us! This 
position will be open until filled. 
To apply go online to: https://jobs.
parkcounty.org/jobs.
----------------------------------------------------
Short-Term Road Worker - Join our 
dynamic Public Works Department 
as a short-term Road Worker, 
where you'll be at the forefront 
of maintaining county roads and 
bridges. From operating patching 
equipment to mowing scenic routes, 
your days will be filled with diverse 
tasks. With opportunities to work 
independently and collaborate with 
various stakeholders, including the 
public and governmental agencies, 
this role offers a blend of autonomy 
and community engagement. 
Embrace the challenge and make a 
tangible impact on the infrastructure 
that shapes our county's landscape. 
Apply now to drive change, quite 
literally, in Park County! There are 
multiple short term or seasonal 
positions available and this job will 
be open until all are filled. To apply 
go online to: https://jobs.parkcounty.
org/jobs.
----------------------------------------------------
Deputy County Attorney - Join our 
team at the Park County Attorney's 
Office as a Deputy County Attorney, 
where you'll play a vital role in 
prosecuting criminal offenses and 
providing legal counsel to County 
government, including all agencies 
and boards. This is part-time 
position, equivalent to 0.6 FTE or 24 
hours per week. As a Deputy County 
Attorney, you'll handle a diverse 
range of responsibilities including 
legal research, drafting pleadings, 
conducting investigations, 
presenting to a court or jury, 
participating in mediations and 
settlement conferences, and oral 
argument. If you're a skilled attorney 
with a passion for public service 
and making a difference in your 
community, apply now! The job will 
be open until filled.

We have three classified ad packages to choose from, your ad will be displayed for 
7 days, will also be added to the Park County Community Journal website AND the Park 
County Dugout website. 

1-40 words $10 • 41-50 words $12 • 51-70 words $15
To place your ad go online at www.pccjournal.com or email community@pccjournal.

com and someone will call you back for payment.
If you need more space, please call Steph at 406-220-0919 or email Steph at 

community@pccjournal.com for more information on placing a larger classified ad.

How to Place your Classifed Ad!

ONE STOP 
FULL-SERVICE
HOME REPAIR 

AND
IMPROVEMENTS

RANDY: 406-946-1825HOME-FIXER-UPPER

SERVICES SERVICES
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Your Local Real Estate Market Experts

FEATURED LISTINGS
ERALivingston.com | 406.222.8700

701 E. Lewis Street
3 beds 2 baths | 1,755 sq ft 

#395352 | $515,000
Gillian Swanson | 406-220-4340

502 E. Clark Street
3 beds 1 bath | 1,318 sq ft 

 #395374 | $565,000
Deb Kelly | 406-220-0801

1859 Old Yellowstone Trail S
 Multi-family | Cabins 

#394796 | $3,475,000
Tom Gierhan | 406-220-0229

TBD Moose Meadows Rd
Land listing | 19+ acres 
#394183 | $395,000 

Ernie Meador | 406-220-0231

166 Tom Miner Creek Rd
2 beds 2 baths | 2,016 sq ft

 #394384 | $1,600,000
Theresa Coleman | 406-223-1405

1207 Sweetgrass Lane
  4 beds 2.5 baths | 2,362 sq ft 

 #392744 | $659,000 
Jon Ellen Snyder | 406-223-8700

320 South C Street
1 bed 1 bath | 440 sq ft 
 #385422 | $300,000

Ernie Meador | 406-220-0231

27 Royal Wulff
3 beds 2.5 baths | 2,668 sq ft 

 #390722 | $1,794,000
Gillian Swanson | 406-220-4340

115 5th Street W
 Land with Structure | .161 Acres

 #394276 | $319,000
Tammy Berendts | 406-220-0159

48 O’Halloran Road
2 beds 3 baths | 2,112 sq ft

 #386989 | $799,000
Julie Kennedy | 406-223-7753

331 S 7th Street
3 beds 1.5 baths | 1,340 sq ft 

 #395563 | $595,000
Ernie Meador | 406-220-0231

1065 US Highway 89 S
3 beds 2 baths | 1,756 sq f t 

 #392679 | $1,100,000
Tom Gierhan | 406-220-0229

REALTORS®  in Livingston, Bozeman, Big Sky & Ennis
ERA Landmark Real Estate | eralivingston.com

406.222.8700 | 215 S. Main Street | Livingston, MT
Robyn Erlenbush CRB Broker Owner  | Each office independently owned & operated.

JUST LISTED
NEW PRICE

Meet the Team...
Julie has lived in this area since 
1977, which has been a key factor 
in developing a solid network 
of professional affiliates to help 
each real estate transaction go as 
smoothly as possible. A full-time 
REALTOR since 2006, she has spent 
countless hours working with both 
buyers and sellers guiding them 
to turn their goals into reality. The 
majority of her clients come on a 

referral basis from 
past clients - 
meaning people 
are happy with the 
results accomplished.

Julie’s favorite place is no doubt on 
top of her horse with a wide open 
Montana view. And yes, she will pick 
up her calls from there! Her children 
tell her that she equates the success 

of each day by how much time she 
was able to spend outdoors.

Julie is currently a member of the 
Park County Cooperative Weed 
Management Team and the Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee.

Julie Kennedy
Broker

GRI
406-223-7753 • julie@eralivingston.com

“Julie Kennedy was very professional, welcoming and a wonderful source of knowledge. She was the 
perfect balance of a true business persona and a very down-to-earth hometown woman. She always had 
our best interest in mind.”  -The Dierlof’s

28 W Grannis
3 beds 2 baths | 2,112 sq ft 

 #390575 | $875,000 
Julie Kennedy | 406-223-7753

7 Aquila Lane
Land Listing | 2+ Acres 
 #394836 | $249,000

Deb Kelly | 406-220-0801

416 N 3rd Street
4 beds 2 baths | 2,074 sq ft 

#390051 | $599,000 
Deb Kelly | 406-220-0801

325 N 3rd Street
 Multi-Family | Five+ Units 

 #394662 | $829,000
Gillian Swanson | 406-220-4340

JUST LISTED
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Teacher of the Year

Most
Insurance

Plans
Honored

OPEN{ Monday-Friday 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.CALL OR STOP BY TODAY!

Authorized Hearing Aid Dealer for: Unitron, Phonak, Starkey, Signia & Oticon

615 W. Park St. • Livingston
406-333-2547

BearHearing.com

We Accept

H Locally Owned and Operated H We Are Park County’s Hearing Aid Center H

H H H H H H

*Some restrictions may apply.  The free hearing exams are for the purpose of gaining information for hearing aid candidacy.

FREE No Obligation HEARING EXAM*

Dan Neill
Nationally Board Certified

Hearing Instrument Specialist
30+ Years Experience
Fitting Hearing Aids

Margaret Radtke
Office Manager

Hearing Aid Wearer
for 40+ Years

Highest Quality
Products!
Experience!
Service!
Great Savings!
And We’re Local!
Hearing Care Done
Right!

✓

✓
✓

✓

✓

✓
BATTERIES
Buy 1 Pack –
Get 1 Pack

FREE
Limit 2 per customer

with coupon.

HEARING AID
WEARERS
FREE 10-Point
Cleaning and

Check-Up on your 
Hearing Aids!

Limit 1 per customer
with coupon.

students for showing compassion 
to other students. They created the 
“Cycles for Compassion” project, which 
consisted of 21 bicycle winners and 
20 winners of the best essay, each 
receiving a $100 cash prize.

Sexton told me that Megan Brenna 
was instrumental in helping the plan 
pass the school and, of course, was a 
leader in the project.

“We developed this model where 
the students would compose an essay, 
and so it’s like a writing exercise,” 
Sexton said. “And they would make 
an expression of acknowledging 
compassion. We selected what we felt 
were the best ones, and we selected 
essays from each class. And each of 
those essays received $100. Two or 
three in each class stood out as the 
ones who showed compassion towards 
their friends. It’s emotional and powerful, 
which will affect the school somehow. 
So rewarding that behavior again next 
year, we’ll continue it for sure.”

Born in Livingston, Montana, Brenna 
always wanted to be a teacher. She had 
inspirational teachers since the second 
grade. After graduating from Park High, 
she went to Coker University in South 
Carolina.

“I wanted to teach, and Coker had 
what was known as one of the best 
Education programs,” Brenna said. 
I didn’t know anyone or have any 
connection to anyone living in South 
Carolina, but it was a great experience.”

Brenna, tearful and emotional, 
explained the pride she and her family 
felt when she graduated with her 
education degree.

“My family has always valued 
education, and they’ve always been 
proud of me,”  Brenna told me. “I am 
a first-generation college graduate, 
which was a big deal for my family. They 
always taught us kids to pursue a job 
in the field that would make us happy. 
My grandmother, who has since passed 
away, was super proud of me for being 
a teacher, which always made me very 
happy.

After graduation, Brenna returned 
to Livingston, where she worked at Park 
High, overseeing study halls to get her 
foot in the door. She then worked for the 
Livingston School District doing Public 
Relations, but she had a strong desire to 
teach, so she returned to South Carolina, 
where she began teaching fourth grade 
for Brunson-Dargan in Darlington.

“I loved my first teaching job, but I 
missed my family,” Brenna said. “I got 
married and had my daughter, and we 
moved back to Livingston after a couple 
of years. I was able to find a teaching 
position at LaMotte School, which is a 
rural K-8 school off Bear Canyon Road. It 
was unique because it was so small, but 
I again enjoyed my students so much.”

After Brenna had her son, she took 
a year and a half off and went to work 
for the United Way in Bozeman as the 
Program Director of the afterschool 
Links program for 11 years.

Brenna found her job with the United 
Way rewarding. She explained that she 
loved working for a nonprofit, working 
directly with kids, and rewarding grant 

money so others could also work with 
children, but she found herself itching to 
get back in the classroom. She learned 
of an opening at East Side and jumped 
at the opportunity. She’s been teaching 
the fifth grade now for seven years.

I wondered what it is about teaching 
that Brenna loves.

“I enjoy finding ways and strategies 
to help children learn,” Brenna 
explained. “I try to give them the feeling 
of taking a role in their education, a 
sense of empowerment. I get excited 
when a student is excited about a 
subject and then starts to pursue it, 
move beyond what we learn in the 
classroom, and create a self-study 
guide. I’ve always felt it’s cool when 
a student desires more information 
about a subject. I love teaching kids to 
learn, but I also love the opportunities 
I have to learn. I think that when you 
prepare every day for a year, it’s the 
new and fresh ideas that you have 
that help you feel reinvigorated every 
year. Even though you teach the same 
subject matter in the classroom, there 
are different dynamics, and I enjoy that 
personally.”

Brenna was first anonymously 
nominated for the Montana Teacher of 
the Year Award and then notified by a 
selection committee member that she 
was invited to apply. She had to fill out 
a lengthy application, including essays 
that caused her to think a lot about her 
profession.

“I recall when I returned to teaching 
after working at the United Way, some 
people told me that teaching and 
students had changed,” Brenna said. 
“I didn’t notice the change, though. 

Every school has its own culture. There 
are behavioral changes among the 
students; computer and phone screen 
time have created the need for instant 
gratification among some students 
and the ease some kids seem to find 
in quitting when they are challenged. 
However, I found ways to help students 
overcome that with encouragement and 
praise.”

In September, Brenna will go to 
Helena to participate in meetings 
and interviews with the selection 
committee. They started with 90 teacher 
nominations and whittled that number 
down to 19, which then became four 
teachers: Brenna, Dawn Sievers, a 
seventh-grade teacher from Power 
School District, Jordan Capp from 
Missoula, and Jennifer Fleek Airne, who 
teaches at Billings Senior High School.

If she wins, Brenna will attend the 
2025 National Teacher of the Year 
Program in Washington, D.C.

Everyone I mentioned the award to, 
and Brenna as the teacher representing 
Livingston and East Side, was so happy 
for her. Dorothy Jett, a first-grade teacher 
at Winans Elementary School, told me 
that Brenna deserved the award, as did 
Sleeping Giant Middle School Principal 
Becky Ayler. 

The happiest was East Side’s 
principal, Leah Shannon. "When I think 
of Brenna, a couple of things come to 
mind. I am always impressed when 
I go over to East Side to cover some 
innovative program they have designed 
or a guest speaker or when they 
have invited the actors from Montana 
Shakespeare in the Park to perform. I 
always notice Brenna, who seems to be 
the most actively immersed teacher in 
the room."

"She is caring, nurturing, challenging, 
and, as she said, empowering with her 
students. She is what a teacher should 
be."

Brenna doesn’t need this award 
for me and many others to know how 
valued educators like her are. Our 
teachers ought to inspire all our kids to 
reach for the stars, as Megan Brenna 
has instilled in her students.


